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MI peo LY. 


HES 8E Þ Papers were otigi- 
A nally drawn up for the Be- 
nefit of a young Gentle- 
man, who was a Candidate 
PM the ſacred Miniſtry. I conceived 
that if they were made more public 
they might be of more extenſive Uſe; 
not only to Academicks who ſtudy 
with a View to the paſtoral Office, but 
to thoſe who are lately entered upon it. 


— 


And what the more induced me to 


make them ſo was, that (though we 
have miny uſeful Treatiſes on this 
Subject) I don't remember to have ſee 

any thing in our own” Language 10 
A 2 compre- 


i P; NE FAO E. 
comprehensive of the Studen 
| Paſtor” 5 Officeg pr-which eee 
in ſo ſhort a View.  Qfervald de Eu. 
erciſe du Miniftere (which a learned and 
valuable Friend recommended to me 
when I was collecting theſe Thoughts) 
comes the neareſt to my Plan, both in 
Method and Preciſion, of any thing, 1 
have ſeen. But as that is written in 
French, and is confined to the Duties of 
the Miniſterial Function, without any 
Directions in the preparatory Studies, I 
thought it not ſufficient to eee 
the Proſecution of my Deſign. bit 
The preſent low State of pradiical 
Chriſtianity in this Nation, from the 
prevalence of Infidelity and Libertinifm 
on the one Hand, and the Power of 
Deluſion and Enthufi afm on the other, 
is never enough to 'be lamented by 
thofe who have the Religion of the 
Goſpel at Heart,. And though we muſt 
expect a divine Power to introduce a 
bettet Face of Things amongſt. us, yet 


ag far this growing, Evil hoy be re- 
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P NBT AE + 
pelled, ot diminiſhed, by the awaken- 
ed Zeal, Vigilance and Wiſdom of Paſ- 
| and Preachers in their reſpective 


x 7 , 
= 
1 . 
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Weep: nts, it becomes thoſe who have 


: Honour! to appear in that ſacred 
| Character ſeriouſly to conſider. At leaſt 
his is a powerful Argument to excite 
their Efforts to ſee what can be done; z 
and to quicker” them to greater Dili- 
ence in the ſeveral Parts of their holy 
Function, in Dependance on the divine 
EBlefling for the deſired Succeſs. 
And now, Reader, if thou art a Can- 

didate for the ſacred Miniſtry, or al- 
ready entered upon it, I would (with 
my ſincere Prayer for the Divine Bleſ- 
ang) recommend the following Sheets 
to thy ſerious Peruſal; not as a meer 
| Speculative "Sree; vue” as a a practical 
A | 
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PART. I. 
A A FO i "7-4 


" dis. . 
of E that devotes himfe f to the 
1 2 Work; of the dacred;Miniſtry, 
| _ ſhould be continually 1 intent on 
(At ty viz. the Improve- 
ent of his on Mind, and the Minds of 


ehers in the moſt important and uſeful 
Knowledge. 

This comprehends the whole Office of 
2 Student and Paſtor. 

The buſineſs of a Student is, to be ſo em- 
ploy'd, as to be continually making ſome 
aluable acceſſions to his own intellectual 
Furniture. To which five things are ne- 


ceſſary. (1) A proper Diſtribution and 
B Manage- 


Th Silent, paw Paſtor. 
danger of his Time. (2) A right 
of Reading to Advantage. (3) 
8 1 örder and Regulation of his Studies. 
14) The proper way of collecting and pre- 
ferving uſeful Sentiments from Books and 
Converſation. (Laſtly) The Improvement 
of his Thou ghts when alone. 
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ment of our Time. 


Student ſhould be as frugal of his 
Time, as a Miſer is of his Money; 
ſhould fave it with as much Care, and 
ſpend it with as much Caution: To be 
careful how we manage and employ our 
Time is one of the fickt Pre cepts that is 
taught in the School of Wiſdom, and 
one of the laſt that is learnt. And 
'tis a prodigious- thing to conſider that 
although amongſt all the Talents which 
are committed to our Stewardſhip, Time 
(upon ſeveral accounts) is the moſt pre- 
cious, yet, there is not any one of which 
the generality of Men are more profuſe 
and regardleſs. Nay 'tis obvious to ob- 
ſerve that even thoſe Perſons who are 
frugal and thrifty in every thing elſe are 
yet extremely prodigal of their beſt Re- 
venue, Time; of which alone (as Seneca 


* nobly — tis 4 Virtue do be covet- 
B 2 ä , 9 ous. 
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4 *. Student and Paſtor. 
« a ().“ And *tis amazing to think 
tow much' Time may be gained by proper 


eb oe H % 


Oeconomy (6 : and how much good Li- 


terature may he acquired; if that Gain be 
rightly applied, To this purpoſe, let the 
föllowing Rules be obſer ved. [9 

1. Take particular notice of thoſe things 
which are moſt apt to rob you of your 
Time. Upon ſuch an inqueſt, you will 
probably Ke the following Thieves (c). 
\ '1: The Bed. Never allow yourſelf a- 
bove fix Hours Sleep at moſt. Phyſicians 
all tell you that Nature demands no more, 
for the proper recruits of Health and Spi- 
rits. All. beyond this is Luxury; no leſs 
pre) judicial to the animal Conſtitution than 
inteinperate Meals; and no leſs hurtful to 
the Powers of the Mind, than to thoſe of 
the Body. It inſenſibly weakens and re- 
laxes both. 
"© Ceremonious and formal Viſits. They 
may ſometimes be neceſſary but if they 

| | _can' t 


2 "_—_ — Miſcel. p. 118. 
(% Ad ſumma perveniet nemo, niſi Tempore, 
quo nihil eſſe fugacius conſtat, prudenter utatur. 
Ringel. de Rat. Stud. p. 100. 
(e) O fures, O latrones, O tyrannos n 
quorum conſilio mihi unquam periit Hora! Id. 


p. 104. 


The Student and Paſtor: 5 
can't be improved to ſome uſeful purpoſe; 
the ſhorter the are the better. Much of 
this Time is ſpent to no purpoſe, and E 
to be feared not a little of it to bad Pur- 
* dos 
. Indolence is Geer Thief of Titde. 
indulging to a ſlow,” heavy, unaCti! ve Diſ- 
poſition ; delaying, or defering neceſſary 
buſineſs to a fulvre Time, which ought to 
be ſer about immediately; idle muſing, 
or indulging to vain, chimerical Imagina- 
tions. This is very natural to ſeme, and 
as unnatural to others; and commonly 
leads to another, and greater waſte. of 
Tp „ 

. Sloth and Idlenefs. No Man takes 
ks pains than the ſlothful Man. Indoz 
lence and eaſe are the Ruſt of the Mind. 
No habit grows ' faſter by indulgence, ex- 
poſes to more Temptations, or renders a 
Man more uneaſy to himſelf, or mah. 
leſs to others (d). | 

5. Reading uſeleſs Books. And thoſe 
Books may be called hs to you, which 


wa 8 tampora 88 ſe: negetiis) 
nobis, quædam ſubducuntur { amicis), quædam 
effluunt (inertia): turpiſima tamen eſt jactura que 


per negligentiam venit. Sen. Ep. 1. Mie 
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The, Student end Paſtor. 
you-either do not underſtand; or if yon 
do, afford neither ſolid Improvement, nor 


ſoitable Entertainment. And eſpecially | 


pernicious Books, or. fuch as tend to give 
the Mind a wrong turn, or bad tincture. 


6. Much Time is often loſt by a wrong 
method of ſtudying, and eſpecially by ap- 


plying to thoſe branches of learning which 
wa. no  Connexing . the great End you 


FRG ALLA 


ur parts of —— Science 2 
He has, ſpent, much Time and labour in 
theſe Diſquiſitions, and at laſt gained is 
Point. - But after all his expence, what 1s 
he the better Preacher, or the better Man? 
In every undertaking (eſpecially When we 
enter upon a new courle of Study) we 


\ ſhould remember the Cui Bono; and alk 


ourſelves, how far this is like to improve 
our Uſefulneſs, or add to our Reputation 
under that Character we are about to ſuſ- 
tain, and wherein we aim at ſome Degree 
of Diſtinction? 

Laſtly. Much time is | loſt by an 
unnatural bent of the Mind to 2, Stu- 
dy to which it is not diſpoſed; or by 
which tlie Faculties are already fatigued, 

it 


_— 


dude student au Paſte 3 

ir will find great relief by a change of Em? 
ployment. A Man that rides Poſt to ſave 
time would not chuſe to be always Wur- 
ing a jaded Horſe, but will father change 
him for a freſh one, whereby he makes 2 
ſpeedier Progreſs with more eaſe to him- 
ſelf. Nil invitd Minervd. The activity of 
the Mind is ſo great that it often hide 
more Relief and Refreſhment by turning 
to a new Track of thinking, different from 
that it was tired in, than it does from a to- 
tal Relaxation of Thought in mere bodily 
Exerciſe ; which ſhews that *tis not labour 
that tires it, ſo much as 2 dull uniformity | 
of Employment; ſince it ĩs more refreſhed 
by variety than reſt (e). 5 

2. Let your moſt precious Time (viz. 
that wherein the Thoughts are moſt com- 
poſed and free) be ſacred to the moſt ſeri- 
ous and important Studies. Give the 
Morning to compoſition ; or the reading 
ſome valuable Author of Antiquity with 
whom it is worth your while to be well ac- 
quainted. The Afternoon will ſuffice for Hif- 


B4 To : © tory, 


(os) Poſt Leftione feu ſtylo defeſſus nihil . 
pugnante naturi: ſed exercitii genus aliud quæro, 
quo tædium varietas minuat. Rin. de Rat. Stud. 
p. 210, 
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8 We Student and Paſtor, 


vels, Geography, and 


them, is like drinking the ſame intoxica- 
ting Liquor to exceſs, and will have the 
ſame effect on the Mind, as that has on 


the Body. 


| prudent. Maxim in Life, applicable. tg a, 


vening Accident ſhould. prevent the Exe- 


tary, Chronology, Politicks, News, Tra- 
the common run of 
Pamphlets: and let. Books of Entertain 
ment amuſe a dull Hour, when you are fit 
for nothing elſe. , To apply your early 
Time, or freſh Thoughts to theſe, is like 
drinking Wine in a Morning: and giving 
too much of our Time and Thoughts to 


128 8 to * K. before · hand 
ak. your Buſineſs, Poſt. eſt occaſio calva. 
Whatever muſt be done, and may be done 
now as well as hereafter, for that very rea- 
fon, had better be done now. This is a 


thouſand Caſes; and. of no leſs advantage 
to a Student, then a Tradeſman.; , Defer 
nothing to the very laſt, leaſt ſome inter- 


cution of an important Purpoſe; or put 
you into a hurry 3 in the Proſecution of- it.. 


And what is done with precipitance and 


haſte ſeldom ſucceeds ſo well, or is ex- 
ecuted with that Accuracy and Diſeretion, 
1 l AI 1A. ) 2K © 56h 27 4 a% 


Thi Student and Paſtt. Y 
46 What is the effect of more matüfe dd 
deliberate Thought. A Traveller that 
muſt reach his home in a given Time, 
would not be thought diſcreet, if by loiter-: 
ing at the Beginning of his Journey; he is 
forced to run himſelf out of n. arthe: 
End. 

4. That Time is not loſt; bur inhpbwoeidy 
which is ſpent. 1 in thoſe Exerciſes which are 
neceſſary to invigorate and ſtrengthen the 
Faculties for harder Work; or to preſerve 
a good State of. Health and Spirits 3 fs 
eating, drinking, ſleeping, Phyſick, bo- 
dily Exerciſe, Reerdatioite* and the Hike. 
Becauſe through a neglect of theſe, a Stu- 
dent may contract a bad Habit of Body, 
or Mind; or fo far impair his Conſtitu- 
tion, as to render Him a long time unfit. 
for uſeful Service. But (Ef Medis in re- 
bus, &c.) an Exceſs of theſe things de- 
feats their End, and is as prejudicial to 

Health, as a diſcreet and moderate Uſe of 
them is conducive to it (f). 
B 5 Laſtly. 


(f) Such Diverſions as his (viz. the Clergyman';) 

Health or the Temper of bis Mind, may render proper for 

| A oughtite be many, decent and grave; and ſuch as 
| "na neither puff his Mind or Time too much, nor give a 
bad 


20 * Student um Paſtor. 
Lay. Enter upon nothing, but what 
an Getermined: to purſue and finiſh, 
luch time is often loſt by vain Attempts, 
and leaving uſeful Peſigys imperfect. For 
as he who begins to build a Houſe, but 


nexyer compleats it, muſt ſet down to his 
loſs the greateſt part of his Money thus 
expended: So a Student who deſiſts 


from a: Work (re infesd) wherein he has 


taken much pains, is chargeable with as 
fruitleſs an Expence of his Time, as the 


other 1 is of his men (x): 


bad Chera@ter of him to ahh W ts 
| to be frank, but neither exceſſive nor. -licentious. Hig 
Friend; and his Garden ought to be bis chief Diverſions, 
and his Study his chief Employment. ——Durnet' $ co be 
the Paſt. Care. Chi 8. 
) If you are writing a Book, or engaged in * 
Work which requires much time and pains to exe· 
- + Cute, lay it down as a Rule to let no Day aſs, with 
ont putting a hand to it. Nulla Bin, fine oe will 
carry you (like a ſteady OE vm wy. og in 
one Year. 


—— as 


rn Wd %: 91200 Nr end Yi! * 
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—— mould be as careful what 
Books he reads, as what Com- 
pany he keeps. They both ln — 
tincture on the Mind. h 
1. Don't read indiferäminatelyy nor 1 
dulge aCurioſity of peruſing every new Book 
that comes out; nor defire to read it, till 
from the known Ability of the Author, or 
the Information'of ſome judicious Friend, 
you know 'tis worth your reading.—The 
curiofity of Vamillus to be perſonally ac- 
quainted with Men and their Characters, 
leads him into all Company when he is at 
Bath z- and when he-hears of a new Stran- 
ger he is uneaſy till he knows him, and is 
able to give others a Deſeription of his 
Perſon, ,Equipage and Family. By this 
turn of Temper Vanillus loſes much time 
which would ary more agreeably and profi- 
321 Gd Plas the Converſation of a few 
Ho * Men, but not 
human 


12 The. Student and Paſtor: 
human Nature — There is a wide dif- 


Man of Learning One can't read NS 
thing ; and it we cgulg, we ſhould be ne- 
ver the wiſer. The bad would ſpoil the: 
Bagg fill our minds with a. confuſect med 
ey of Sentiments, and Deſires, and the 
nd of reading would be quite defeated 
tor want of Time and Power to improve 
and practice. A Man that eats of every 
Diſh at Table, overloads his Stomach, is 
ek and digeſts Sething. ike 4 He had: better 
have faſted, (4). - 12 

2. Lay aſide — Fen, — of 
; — a triffling Author quite through, 
in hopes of finding ſomething better at the 
End. Nai are {ure; of finding ſomething 
better in another con, the ſame Subject. 
Therefore loſe not a Certainty for the ſake 
of a mere Poſſibility. Why ſhould you 
confine yourſelf to liſten to the Imperti- 
nence of one Man, when hy only turning, 
your back, bu may be entertained _ 
improved by the more pleaſing: and in 
nine ann of . 101 

ä 1 Son et 3 Obs 


1.4 


(4) Sita inmum Librorum inultitydp 
Faſtidientis Stomachi multa deguſtare, quæ ubi varia 
ſuut & diverſa inquinant, non alunt, Sen. Ep. 1. 


The Student and Paſtor; 17 
21 3% Obſerve: -the-characteriſtical- Beauties 
of your Author. Every good Writer has 
his peculiar Felicity, his diſtinguiſhing, 
Excellence —Some excell in Style; en- 
tertain us with eaſy, natural Language; 
or with an elegance and propriety of Ex- 
preſſion; or delight us with their florid, 
{mooth, and well-turned Periods, Some 
love a figurative, diffuſe and flowing Style. 
on” quite a plain, rational, diſcurſive 
one. Each have their Excellence. But 
the ok elegant is that which is moſt Na- 
tural, Proper and Expreſſive; it can't ther 
be too ſhort and plain, both to. delight and 
inftruf? ; the two great Ends of Language. 
A Style overloaded with ſtudied Orna- 
ments grows prolix; and Prolixity always, 
weakens or obſcures the Sentiment it would 
expreſs. No, Decorations of well-choſen 
Words, or Harmony of Cadence can at- 
tone for this Fault. Such a Style is like 
a Lady who in adorning her Perſon, ſpoils 
a good Shape by a tawdry Dreſs, and a 
fine Face by Paint and Patches. And 
both proceed from che ſame Affectation in 
prefering the Embelliſhments,of Art tothoſe 
of Nature, whoſe Charms are infinitely more 
Pen and * Others excel in 

tac a Sentiments. 


T4 e Student au Paſtor: 
Sentiments. Thoſe Sentiments ſtrike us 
with moſt Pleaſure, that are ſtrong; or 
clear, or ſoft, or: ſublime, parheric; juſt, 
or uncommon. '' Whatever has the moſt 
Weight and Brevity finds the quickeſt 
way to the Heart. Others excel in Me- 
thod; in a natural Diſpoſition of the Sub. 
ject, and an eaſy, free, familiar way of 
communicating Thoughts to the Under- 
ſtanding. Nothing is very ſtriking. Lou 
approve and are well pleaſed with your 
Author, and you ſcarce know for what. 
This reſembles the Je ne ſcay quoy, ' tout a- 
greable in the very Humour, turn and Air 
of ſome People we converſe with. Others 
are very happy in their manner and way 
of conveying elear, rational, ſolid Argu- 
ments; and” Inſtructions to the Mind, 
which arreſt your Attention, command 
your Approbation, and force your Aſſent 
at onee. You ſee every thing in broad 
Day, in a fair, and ſtrong and proper 
Light. A perfect Writer has all theſe Ex- 
cellences of Style, Sentiment, Method and 
Manner united. A judicious Reader will 


obſerve in which of then hüt Huthar 0 
excels, - AAS 2 TITLE nn 


Fon 
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4. From all your Authors chuſe-one or 
two for your Model, by; which to form 
your Style and Sentiments; and let them 
be your Enchiridia, your Pocket- Com- 
pamons. Conſult and imitate them every 
Day, till you are not only Maſter of their 
Style and Sentiments, but imbibe their 

Spirit. But be very cautious both in your 
Choice and Imitation, leſt with their Ex- 
cellencies you adopt their Faults, to which 
an exceſſive Veneration for them may make 

you blind (i)). 

5. If your Author have an eſtabliſhed 
Repwomation, and you don't reliſh him, ſuſ- 
pect your own Taſte and Judgment. Per- 
haps ſomething has biaſſed your Mind a- 
gainſt him: find it out and compare it 
with thoſe Beauties which charm. his other 
fend them (k), Or perhaps you do not 

A1 TTY n wut 017 4 under- 


(i) Certis Ingeniis immorariet innutriri oportet, fi 
velis aliquid attrahere quod in animo fideliter redeat 
tos itaque ſemper lege, et ſi uando ad alios 
divertere libuerit, ad priores redi. Id. & Ibid: 

| (4) —uts plaranitent in carmine, 22 

 Offindar Maculit, quas aut Incuria ſudit, | 
Aut humane porum cavit natura. 
Hor, de Art. Poet. I. 3503 


16 i Student and Pater! 
underſtand him; then tis no wonder yo 
don't admire him. If your Jud ment hs 
good *tis a ſure Sign your Author is ſo 
- when the more you read him the more you 
like him. A good Friend and à good 
Book are known by this; they ' grow in 
your Eſteem as you on pry gs pere 
with them. 

When you meet with fach an Kudos 
on any Subject, ſtick by him, make your- 
ſelf Maſter of him. You will difcover 
new Beauties in him every time you read 
him, and regret not that you are unread in 
the common Rubbiſh. Some Books bet- 
ter deſerve to be rae: wrong ten times 
than others once (7 

6. Before you ſit FROM: to a Bock taſte 
it. i. e. examine the Title: page, Preface, 

Contents and Index; then turn to the 
place where ſome important Article is diſ- 
cuſſed: obſerve the Writer's Diction, Ar- 
gument, Method and Manner of treating 
it. And if after two or three fuch trials you 
find he is obſcure, confuſed, pedantic,” 
ſhallow or trifling, 1 WM it he is 
not ne FRO e ante 0 
| } \ | Fond £4 +» Laftly. 


en r A Wits 


be J 2. rgetit eber. Juv. 
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{ Laſtly. If the Book be your on, make 
marks at the Margin againſt thoſe Paſſages 
where the Sentiment is well conceived or 
expreſſed and worth your remembering or 
retailing z or transfer it into your com- 
mon-: place Book under the head your Au- 
thor is treating of: or at leaſt a Reference 
to it (n). In reading an antient Latin 
or Greek Author it will be a help to the 
Memory, to tranſcribe the , Paſſages that 
ſtruck you moſt, in the ſpare Leaves at 
the beginning or end of the Book in En- 
gliſh, and by thus ſkimming off the Cream 
you will have it always ready for uſe. If 
you meet with a happy Expreſſion or even 
one well-choſen Word on any Subject, 
which you may have occaſion to uſe, ( and 
wiſh it might Þceur to yo when you are 
at a loſs for Expreſſions) mark it and 
make it your on for ever (). Thus 
you 


(m) Inter 1 Authorem non oſcitanter ob- 
ſervabis, fi quod incidat inſigne verbum, fi quod 
Argumentum, aut inventum acutè, aut tortum aptè, 
f qua ſententia digna quæ memoriæ commendetur : 
iſque locus erit apti notula x 25, wg e ert 
Eraſin. de Rat. Stud. 8 

(z) Quanto pluris feceris exiguum proventum, - 
tanto ad altiora Doctrinæ veſtigia es evaſurus. Qui 

| viliſſimos 
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you will read with Taſte and Profit, and 


wood che openly 
A bookiſh Blockhead Jewranth read 
With Loads of learned Lumber in bis 
Head. \ I: Nee 1 e 


viliſfimos quoſque nummos AAmitantur, intuentur 
crebro, et ſeryant accuratꝭ, ad ſummas ſæpenumero 
divitias perveniunt; pari modo, ſi quis aptarit ſu- 
doram metam bent ſcribere, diſcat mirari bene ſerip- 


ta, diſcat TN ſi vel nomina duo con) enxerit 
renuſtè. Rin de Rat. . p. 111. 


— 


n e Ae f 


2 - CHAP. III. N 
oy "How to Study to Advantage. 


ERE we muſt . conſider. both the 
Subjects and Method. 
As to the Subjects of your Study. | 
Conſider what will make you moſt emi- 
nent and uſeful in your. Profeſſion (o): 
This kind of Study is to be your ſerious 
Buſineſs, and daily and diligently proſe» 
cuted. In all your reading keep this point 
in view. A Traveller ſhould have his 
right Road and the End of his Journey 
always in his Ds. e little Diver» 
+ fions 


(o) Quiſquis verbum Domini ſtatuit ſincerè 3 
care, perpetuus et aſſiduus fit oportet in ſancti propa» 
iti meditatione, ut fibi conſtent omnia vitæ Studia. 
Eraſ. Ecel. p. 6, 7. | 
Quemadmodum enim non inſcits dixit quidam, 
ed qui optima maximagque neceſſaria z ita non eſt neceſſe 
ut futurus Eccleſiaſtes in quibuſlibet conſumat ope- 


ram atque ztatem—— ſed ea primum ac potiſſimum 
Giſcar que ad dncendi munus font accommodatifima, 


Id. p. 92, 93. 
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| fions or Excurſions he may indulge by the 
way. Tou may. ſometimes be, Neſeio quid 
' meditans nugarum, but don't be totus in il. 
lis (0). 72 (7.11674 0 

To an Acquaintance with Books Join 
the Study of human Nature. Your own 
Heart, Paſſions, Temper, Humour, Ha- 
bits and Diſpoſi itions, will be the Books 
you have moſt need to conſult on this 
Subject (J. For human Nature in the 
main Strokes of it, is much the ſame in 
all the human Species (7)——Next to this 
your Obſervations on the Ways and Cha- 
racters and Tempers of Men, will be of 
great help to you; | together with- ſome 
Books where human Nature is ſtrongly 
and finely painted, in its Wr E 
and Appearances. a 2 
is not beneath a Chriſtian Philoſo- 
pher to take ſome pains to be acquainted 
with the World; or the Humours, Man- 
ners, * Forms, Ceremonies, | Characters and 
; Cuſtoms 

— 


00 Her Sat. "Ys 1. 8. ii 
(8) Vid. "Self-knowledge. Part. 1. Ch. hate 
— . Les hommes ſont ä-peu- pres tous faits de la 
meme maniere; et ainſi ce qui nous a touche, les 
tauchera auſſi. Oſtervald de — _ Miniſtere. 


r. 134. N . .& «b} 
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Cuſtoms of Men: at leaſt ſo far, 2s is he- 


ceſſary to avoid - Singularity and a diſa- 
greeable Aukwardneſs, and to preſerve a 


Decorum, and an eaſy Addreſs in all Com- 


pany. 


A Student mould not chink any thing un- 


worthy his Attention and Notice, that has 
a tendency either to make him more a- 


greeable, or more uſeful to others. Some 
regard is therefore due to Dreſs, Behavi- 


our, the uſual Forms of Civility, and 
whatever contributes to the Art of Plea- 


ſing. Among theſe I would particularly 


recommend a habit of expreſſing his Sen- 
timents freely and properly upon any Subs. 
jet. Let his Style and Language be ſtu- 
died principally with this view. 10 
As to the Method of ſtudying to 4 
vantage. ti 
Pray for a divine Bleſſing on your Stu- 
dies ; that-God would guide you into the 
moſt uſeful Knowledge and all important 
Truths; dife&t your Subjects, and aſſiſt 
your Meditations upon them. KN 
Procure a, Collection of the beſt and 
at 3 approved Books, which treat of the 
Sciences, you enen; defire to cultivate, 


and 


— 
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and make yourſelf maſter" of them in nd 
way before preſcribed; 

Conſult your own Genius and lian 
tion in the Study you intend to purſue : 
You will elſe row againſt the Tide, and 
make no Progreſs that i is either comforta- 
ble, of creditable to yourſelf. 0 

Compoſe your Spirits, fix your Thoughts; 
and be wholly intent on the Subject in 
hand. Never pretend to ſtudy whilſt the 


95 


Mind is not recovered from a hurry of 


Cares, or the Perturbations of Paſſion. 
Such abrupt and violent Tranſitions is a 
Diſcipline to which it will not eaſily ſub- 
mit, eſpecially if it has not been well ma- 
naged, and long accuſtomed to it. Aurora 
Mujis amica, necnon Jeſpera Becauſe the 
Mind: is then commonly moſt free Ea | 

Let the Scene of your! Studias;! be 2 
Phace of Silence and Solitude; where you 
muy be moſt free n n and 


Avocation. "RY gie 


When you have „Mind to improve a 
fingle Thought or to be clear in any! par- 
ticular Point, don't leave it till you are 
maſter of it. View it in every Light. Try 


how TOE. me you can expreſs it, and 


which 


Ba. 
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which is the ſhorteſt and beſt. Would you 
enlarge upon itz hunt it down from Au- 
, thor to Author: Some of which will fug- 


geſt hints concerning it, which perhaps 
never occurred to you before: apd give 


every Circumſtance its Weight. Thus by 
being maſter of every Subject as you pro- 
ceed, though you make but a ſmall Pro- 
greſs in Reading, you will make a ſpeed 

one in uſeful Knowledge. To leave mat- 


ters undetermined, and the Mind unſatiſ— 
fied in what we ſtudy is but to multiply | 


half Notions, introduce Confuſion, and is 


Schola. 
e en he Read origi 


nal Authors-rather. chan thoſe who: wt 
flate. or retail their Thoughts. It will give 
you more Satisfaction, more Certainty, 


more. Judgment and more Confidence 


when thoſe. Authors are the Subjects of 


Converſation, than you. can have by taking 
your Knowledge of them at ſecond Hand. | 


It -is- truſting to Tranflations, Quotations 


and; Epitomes, that makes ſo many half 


Scholars ſo impertinently wiſe. 


I 


the way to make a Pedant, but not a 


in Bo. e of Labour.» "Tho: 
more you . yourſelf to laborious 
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Thinking, the better you will bear it. But 
take Care the Mind be not jaded () . | 
inn . Seudy; 


obſerve the following Rules. 


1. Be critically expert in 8 ien 
ee of the Bible, and read a Chap- 


ter in Hebrew, and another in Greek eve- 


ry Day. And: eſpecially obſerve the differ - 
ent Senſes in which the ſame original 
Word is uſed by the ſame Author: This 
often throws a r Le on his een: 


ing. 12 04 


1 . When) you n dhe * 
to be your Author's on Senſe, keep to 
that, and admit of no vague, uncertain or 
conjectural Conſtructions, - whatever Doc- 
trine n may ——— or nm | 
6 33f: $4450 i: $7 3˙ Be 


- . Fs * 
A 2 " 80 + 4 * ** 


n 3 ile non eee verum 
etiam Apollinis ( Oraculo, Sapient iſſimus judicatus, et 


Ep £1 * *1 
879 1 | 


perennis Philoſophiæ Fons, dicere ſolet: Radicam 


guide Eruditionis peramarim «fe, ſel frufum babere j Ju- 


 candifſimum-; initioque magnis ac irre laborer, fed boneftif: 


Hum ſadantibus Preeminem | repanere: .Ergo,--: O * 
quiſquis es, cui ignea vis in pectore enarſſt, cui 
flamma in Præcordiis micat, procul, procul , abfnt 


. mollia, lenia, facilia, blanda, quæ animi impetum 


extinguere ſolent. Dura petamus, &c. Vid. Rin- 
nn 46 Ratjon fd 5. born ' 


\ 
Sy 
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3. Be ſure to make the ſacred Scripture 
the Source, Standard and Ruletof all your 
theological Sentiments. Take them from 
it, bring them to it, and try them by it. 
4. Make yourſelf maſter of ſome ſhort 
well choſen Syſtem of Divinity, for the 
ſake of Method and Memory; but take 
care, (Nullius in Verbum jurare Magiſtri) 
that you be not ſwayed by the credit of 
any human Names in matters of divine 
Faith. Let Reaſon, Evidence and Argu- 
ment, be the only Authorities to which 
you ſubmit, . Remember tis Truth you 
ſeek ; and ſeek her (as you would do any 


thing elſe) in the place where: ſhe is moſt 
likely to be found. | 


5. Diveit yourſelf as nah as poſſible of ö 


all Prepoſſeſſion in favour of, or prejudice 
againſt any particular Party- Names and No- 
tions. Let the Mind be equally balanced, 
or it will never rightly determine the 
Weight of Arguments. Prejudice in one 
Scale will cutweigh much ſolid Truth in 
the other: And under ſuch a Prepoſſeſ- 
ſion, the Mind only abſerves which Ba- 
lance Preponderates, not what it is that 
turns it. 
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6. Cultivate a proper Senſe of the Im- 
becilliry of the human Mind and its 
Proneneſs to Exror, both in yourſelf and o- 
thers. This will guard you againſt a dog- 
matical Confidence in Defence of your 
own Opinions, and arm you againſt the 
uence of it in others. And on the 
contrary, endeavour after a meek, hum- 
ble, teachable Temper ; which, from the 
higheſt Authority, we are ſure, is by 


Diſpoſition of Mind, to ſeek and receive 
divine Truth (7). 
. Be not fond of Controverſy. Theo- 
logical-Altercations have in all Ages been 
the Bane of real Religion, and the fa- 
tal Source of unknown Miſchief to true 
Chriſtianity. It fours the Temper, con- 
founds the Judgment, excites Malevo- 
lence, ſoments Feuds, and baniſhes Love 
from the Heart: and in fine, is the 
Devil's moſt ſucceſsful Engine to depreci 
ate and deſtroy the Principles of vital Pie- 
ty. Let the Controverſies you read be 
the moſt Important, viz. thoſe againſt the 
Deiſts and Papiſts, And read only the 
beſt Authors upon them. Among whom 
+ you 


( Pf. 25. 9. 
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you will find none to exceed the late Bi- 
ſhop of Londen and IV. Lada In che for- 


mer, and Dr. T. 1 . 118 erw N in 


I 


the latter. 
8. Avoid theological — Nur 


no ſtreſs on Trifles : As you ſee many do, 


either from a wrong Education, or a weak 
turn of Mind. Reſerve your Zeal for the 
moſt important Subjects, and throw it not 
away upon little things. 

Laſtly Let none but the beſt Writers 
in Divinity be your Favourites. And thoſe 
are the beſt Writers, who at once diſcover 
a clear Head and a good Heart, folid 

Senſe and ſerious Piety, where Fa th and 
| Reaſon, Devotion and Judgment, 8⁰ hand 
in hand. 
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CHAP. I. 


The Method of. collecting and preſervi ng 
1 ＋. wegs from Kee on. 


HENEVER it can be done wich. 
/ out Affectation and Pedantry, 
turn the Converſation on the Subject you 
have been reading laſt, if you know it to 
be. ſuitable to your Company; and intro- 
duce your matureſt Obſervations upon it. 
This will fix it in your Memory, eſpecial- 
ly if it becomes matter of debate (2). For 
the Mind is never more tenacious of any 
Principles, than thoſe it has been warmly 
engaged in the Defence of. And in the 
courſe of ſuch Debate you may perhaps 
view them in a new Light; and be able 
to form a better Judgment of them, and 

be 


(2) Quicguid didiceris id confeftim doceas ; ſic et tua fir- 
mare, et prodeſſe aliis potes.— Ea doce guæ noweris, 
eaque diverſes Horis, aliis atgue aliis conveniet inculcare, 
Satis fit, fi quiſpiam te ' audiat, interea exercitio miram 
rerum | copam tibi comparaveris, Ringel. de ratione 


Studii. p. 28, 56. 
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be excited to examine them with” more 
care. Interedurſe awakens: the Powers, 


1 whets the Mind, and rubs of th Rut t 


is apt to contract by ſolſtary N 
The Pump for want of uſe grows dry, 
keeps 1 its water at bottom, which will not 
be fetched up unle more bs added. 
When you have talked over the Subject 
you have read, think over what you have 
talked of; and perhaps you will be able to 
ſee more weight i in the Sentiments you op. 
poſed, than you were willing to admit in 
the preſence of. out Atagonift And if 
you ſuſpe& you was then in an Error, 
you may now retract it withotit fear of 
Mortification. That you may at once im- 
prove and pleaſe i in Converſation, Fee” 
ber the following reien 
Tl Chuſe your Company, as 708 ® 
your Books. And to the fame End. The 


beſt Company, like the beſt Books,” are 


thoſe, which are at once improving” and 
entertaining (Y. If you can receive Hel- 
ther Pleaf urs nor Profit from your'Com- 
Pany, endeavour to . it for chem. 


1 tur 4 Yiu UN THe 


; (a) He tall Punctum, gui Fu utile dali. 
Hor. de Arte Poet. 1. 343. 


6 — conc oo. an ĩ Y — = 
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If this can't be done, (and eſpecially if 
there be danger of receiving hurt from 
them) quit them, as decently as you can. 

2. Study the Humour of your Compa- 
ny; and their Character. If they be your 
Superiours, or moſt inclined to talk, be 
an attentive Hearer, If your ee 0 or 
more diſpoſed to bear, be an e 
Speaker. 

3. When che Comverſation drops, re- 
vive it with ſome general Topick by ſtart- 
ing a Subject on which you have ſome 
good things to ſay, or you know others 
have. To which end it will not be amiſs, 
to be 4 little prepared with Topicks of 
Converſation, ſuitable to the Company 
von ate going into: and the courſe of 
your own Thoughts in Converſation, will 
de more free, than you ordinarily find 
them to be in filent Meditation. P 

4. When any thing occurs that is 
new, or inſtructive, or that you are 
willing to make your own, enter it down 
in your minute or common: place Book if 
you cannot truſt your Memory, (for in 
Converſation all are Free- booters; Whar- 
ever-you lay your hand on that is worth 


keeping, is lawful 8 p but take care 
| that 
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that you do not charge ether the one or 
the other with Traſh, = 

5. Never ſtand for a Cynhench in Con: 
pany, by a total Silence. It will appear 
booriſh and awkward, and give a check to 
the Freedom of others. is ill Manners. 
Better ſay a trivial thing than nothing at 
all. Perhaps you hear a deal of Imperti- 
nence, uttered by ſome in the Company, 
which you candidly excuſed ; prefume up- 
on their Candour, if you happen to talk 
in the ſame manner. You have a right 
to claim it: You will readily receive it. 
Something trite and low uttered with an 
eaſy, free, obliging Air, will be better re 
ceived than entire Silence; and indeed than 
a good Sentiment delivered in a ſtiff, pe- 
dantick, or aſſuming Manner. And ma- 
ny good things may ariſe out of a com- 
mon Obſervation. However after a deacl 
Silence, it will ſet the Converſation a go- 
ing, and the Company who want to be 
relieved from it, will be obliged to you. 
This is a Secret chat wl never fail to 
pleaſe. | 
6: Join not in the 1 and clamour af 
the Talk, eſpecially when a trifling Point 


is diſputed and ſeveral ſpeak at once, 
HP OR but 
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but be a patient Hearer, till you have made 
yourſelf Maſter of the Subject and the Ar- 
| gument on both Sides. And then you may | 
poſſibly find an opportunity to put in as 
Mediator, with Credit-to your Judgment. 

Repeat not a good thing in the ſame 
Company twice, unleſs you are ſure you 
are not diſtinctly heard the firſt time. 

5. Though you may fafely animadvert 
upon, yet do not oppoſe; much leſs rally 

the Foibles or Miſtakes of any one in the 
| Company; ; unleſs they be very notorious, 
and there be no danger of giving Offence: 
But remember that he himſelf ſees thé 
matter mn 2 different Light from what 
Fedde, and with other Eyes. — 

8. If Petraction or Prophaneneſs min- 
bee Converſation, diſcountenance 

7-2 ſevere,” ora reſolute Silence, whete 
3 Gs would be thought indelicate. If 
this be not ſufficient to put a frop to ir, 


_ no e to Were 00 9. 
ag 2 1 28811 12320 
{y) Poflidonius relates of St. Auſtin, chad-oli 
Latin Diſtich was inſcribed on the Table where he 
ontertained his Friends. | 


1 * * 833 J . * g 2 
 Quilquis amat dichis abſentem rodere amicum, 
Hanc menſam indignam novarit eſſe fibi. 
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Affect not to ſhine in Converſation, 
eſpiciatly before? theſe who have a good 
Opinion of their own Underſtanding. The 
ſureſt way to pleaſe them, is to give them 
opportunity to ſhew their Parts; a Mono- 
poly of this kind will ſcarce ever be es 
with Patience (2). 

10. Bear with the Impertinence of Se 
verſation. Something may be learned from 
them, or ſome opportunity may be given 
you to put in a Sentiment more a- propos. 
Beſides, what appears low and flat to youu 
may not to another (a). nn 
C 1 1 | Laſt, 


xt 


(z) 8 is a fort of G ard bia 
every one ought to furniſh his Auota, ice, tobear and 
Jecak in his turn. 'Tis acting againſt the Rules , Ha- 
refly, and Laws of Commerce, t monopoline + all, and 
deprive others of the Share they have in the Gain, | 
Tis in like manner," a kind of Injuftice in theſe wha compo/e 
the Circle, always to uſurp the talk. If your, deſign by 
it is to make a ſpew of your Parts, and to procure Efleem, 
you quite miſtake your Intereft ; for you exaſperate thoſe a- 
gainſt you whom you thus force to Silence, who can't bear 
the Aſcendant you give yourſelf, and the Degree of Superi- 
ority you aſſume. Reflect. upon Ridicule. Vol. 1 


$$» 2 
(a) That æubich makes common Converſation h nauſeeus, 
ane the Applayes beftozued on Follies. Narrow Souls ad. 
mire every , and cry up, the leaft Trifles, that ought: 
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Laſtly. Appear perfectly free, friendly, 


well-pleaſed, eaſy and unreſerved. This 
will make others ſo; and draw out many 


a good Thought from them. And is much 
more. pleaſing than a, ſtudied Politeneſs, 
and all the uſual Arts Rl common, WIE 
Civility (#8) 1-54; | | 


to be det paſe... That h 2 a well bred Max on 
#beſe. Occaſions, is to ſay nothing. It would bea criminal 
Complaiſence to applard offenfroe Facleries, If would be 
| kkeeije a faulty Delicacy, te bear with nothing but what 
bs exquifite, and to expreſs Contempt for every thing that 
ii flat and trivial, Idem. p. 346. 

] Horwever it i, extolled as the great Art of ———— 
ation, to appear with the utmaſt Openneſs and Ciwility 
<ohen you are mof! upon the Reſerve : Vet, as it is mit only 
the ordinary Preſs of Courtiers, and Travellers, but an 
Art that frequently belongs to the Shops, the Covering is 
much mort tranſparent, than they <cho act under it are apt 

: to think. And bgſides, fuch an Addreſs is really nauſecus 
among ff Friends; and the greateſt Mefters of this artful 
- Smpothneſs, ſeldom deceive others thereby, ſo much as them« 

flats. Vid. Advice to a Son: p. 31. | 


*% 
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cee ene * our 7 boughts 
'  qohen alone. © 


student ( like a Philoſopher) ſhould 
never be leſs alone than when alone. 
Then it is that (if it be not h's own Fault) 
he may enj;y the beſt of Company. 

Next to the Regulation of the Appetites 
and Paſſions, the moſt important Branch 
of Self-government is the Command of 
our Thoughts: Which without a. ſtrict 
Guard will be as apt to ramble, as the other 
to rebel. The great Nifficulty will be to 
keep them fixed and ſteadily employed up- 
on your Sudject. To this End, let the 
Mind be calm and diſpaſſionate—— View 
your Theme in every light—-Colle& your 
beſt Thoughts upon it Cloath thoſe 
Thoughts in Words, and conſider how Mr. 
Addiſon, Mr. Melmoth, or any other Wri- 
ter you admire would expreſs the ſame— 
Guard againſt a Vagrancy or Diſſpation 
of 
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of your Thoughts—Recall them when they 
are rambling and obſer ve by what Con- 
nexion of Ideas or Images they are enticed 
away from their Work, and refix them 
more diligently If you have a Pen and 
Ink at hand, ſet down your beſt Senti- 
ments on Paper If your Subject be of 
a religious Nature, it may not be amiſs to 
ſecollect ſome proper Text of Scripture, 
as a Standard to which you _ retal 
your vagrant Forees. x 
Let the matter of your r be 
fomething ſeaſonable, important or enter- 
taining! Conſult the Temper your Mind 
is in, or ought to be in at that time; and 
let your Subject be fuitable to it. | 
Take care that nothing vain, or vicious 
ſteal into your Mind when alone. Here- 
by you make yourtelf a very bad Compa- 
nion to nm and n your own 
Tempter. 
If the Place or to will admit it, 
think n voce, or utter your Thoughts 
aloud. 1 460 * 
In your Evening: meditations go over 
in your Mind, the beſt things you have 
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read or heard that Day, * —_ then 
the next Morning (c)). dert 

The great Advantage of being alone 8 
er you may chuſe your Company; either 
your Books, your Friend, your God, or 
yourſelf, There is another will be ready 
to intrude,” if not reſolutely repelled. By 
the turn of your Thoughts you may de- 
tect his Entrance, and by what Paſſage he 
ſtole in. You may know him by his clo- 
ven Foot. And you have the beſt Precept, 
exemplified by" 'the beſt wi ee . to 
eject him (d). 

If Books be your Subject, or hs you 
lavely read and laid up in your Memory; 
your mental Employment will be Recol- 
leftion and Judgment. Recollection to re- 
call to your Mind the good things you 
have read; and Judgment to range them 
under their proper Claſs: And to conſider 
upon what Occaſion, or in what Company 
it may bẽ proper or uſeful to produce them. 

If you chuſe a Friend for the Compa- 
nion of your Solitude; let it not be mere- 
fe) Mae Mid. ante eee 
2 44 Ringel. de Rat. Stud. 
8 (0) See Fae . 7. comp. with Mar. 4- ro; 
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ly for your own Pleaſure. But conſider in 


| what manner you may improve or enter- 


tain him. Or what it is you would learn 
from him; and in what manner you may 
beſt behave. towards him, the next time 
you come into his Company. 

When you deſire to have the great GOD 
for the Object of your Contemplation, (as 
you ſhould always do in your religious 
| Retirements) your Mind can't be too 
ſerious, compoſed and free. Now it is 
that the Thoughts will be moſt apt to re- 
volt and ramble: And the utmoſt Efforts 
muſt be uſed to guard and guide them. 
Two things in this Caſe you ſhould never 
forget. | 

1. Earneſtly implore his help, that you 
may think-not only Pt he but worthily 
of him. 

2. Conſider him as Ammon with you ; 
and as Witneſs to all the a gen of 
your Mind. 

- Laſtly. If you are your own. e 
on, and Hel = meditation be your Buſi- 
neſs, you have a large Field before you (e). 
But one thing be ſure not to neglect, 


(e See Self- Knowledge. Part. 3. Ch, yy 0 , 
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viz. Sharply and impartially to reprove 
yourſelf, in caſe of any obſervable Failure; 
and reſolve to amend your Conduct in that 
particular, eſpecially when the ſame Ci:- 
cumſtances recur, . 


The End of Part I. 


-- 


THE 


AR. I. 


HE Buſineſs of a Paſtor is to 
do all he can to promote the 
eternal Intereſt of the Souls of 

Men. And to keep his Eye 
nen on this, the great Object of 
the ſacred Office, will be a good Direction 
to him in the Proſecution of it. 

He is now to improve, regulate, digeſt 
and apply that ſtock of Knowledge he has 
taken ſo much pains to acquire: And ex- 
amine what part of it will be moſt helpſul 

to him in his great Deſign. 

The Duties of the Paſtor's Office may 
be comprized under the ſix following ge- 
neral Heads. 


Preaching. 


a — 
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rang. Praying. Adminiſtering the 
- Seals, | Viſiting the Sick. His Condutt 
towards his People in general. And to- 
wards Perſons of di ferent CharaZters in 
particular. © © 
1. Preaching. This may be divided in- 
to two Parts; | | | 
Preparation. And Elocution. | 
1. Preparation. Which conſiſts of Com- 


poſition, and the Duties e pre- 


vious to Preaching. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. I. 


Of compoſing of Sermons. 


ESIDES All the uſual academical 

Preparations, the Study of Lan- 
* guages, Sciences, Divinity, &c. there 
ds a particular Art of Preaching to which 
if Miniſters did more ſeriouſly apply 
* themſelves it would extremely facilitate 
that Service, and make it more eaſy to 
* themſelves, and more profitable to their 
Hearers (a). For acquiring which Art the 
Rules laid down 1n this and the three fol- 
lowing Chapters may be helpful to thoſe 


who are entering upon d Employ- 


ment. 

1. The firſt thing to be Wo re is 
the choice of the Subject. Here you muſt 
conſult your own Genius, Taſte and Abi- 
lities : And chuſe thoſe Subjects which 
have moſt impreſſed your own Mind; for 
on thoſe you are moſt likely to ſucceed, 


and 


7.0 


(a) Wilkin's Eccleſiaſtes p. 1. 
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and to produce the-moſt mature and uſe- 
ful Sentiments. Conſult alſo che Tem- 
per, Taſte and Capacities of your Audi- 
ence. For the more ſuitable your Subject, 
Stile and Sentiments are to them, the more 
likely you will be, both to pleaſe, and im- 
prove them. And therefore a Miniſter 
ſhould never fix, nor chuſe to 'preagh,! a. | 
mongſt a People, whofe Opinions are 
widely different from his own. Let the 
© moſt uſeful and pertinent Subjects, be 
vour moſt frequent Choice. Thoſe are 
* the moſt uſeful, which are the moſt edi- 
* fying : And thoſe moſt pertinent, that 
Are Tall fitted to the Capacities, and 
< Neceflities of the Auditory. To both 
© which you, ought” to have a ſpecial Re- 
< gard (4).'——If you are at a Loſs fora 
Text, confult the Contents of the ſeveral 
Volumes of Sermons, you have by you. 
That a Man may form himſelf to preach- 
ing he ought to ks ſome of the beſt Mo- 
dels, arid try what he can do on a Text 
handled” by them without reading them 
and then compare his with theirs. This 
wil more ſenfibly and without putting him 

t 


(b) Barecroft's Ars Concionandi, p. 91 


to the Bluſh, model him to imitate, or (if he 


can) to excel the beſt Authors (c). What- 


ever particular Text ſtrike your Mind, 
with more than common Force, in the 
courſe of your reading or meditating the 
Scriptures, pen it down with ſome uſeful 
Strictures that may occur to you, for the 
Foundation of a future Work. By this 
means, you will have a good Supply of 
ſuitable Texts at hand—A Sermon ſhould 
be made for a Text, and not a Text 
found out for a Sermon. For to give our 
Diſcourſes weight it ſhduld appear that we 
are-led to them by our Text. Such Ser- 
mons will probably have much more ef- 
fe& than a general Diſcourſe to which a 
Text ſeems only to be added as a decent 
Introduction, but to which no regard is 
had in the Progreſs of it (d). Aﬀect 
not an obſcure, difficult or barren Text, 
to ſhew your Ingenuity in throwing Light 
upon it, or ſet others a wondering what 
you can make of it. Diſcourſes from ſuch 


Texts 


(e) Burnet's Paſ. Car. p. 226, 227. 
(a4) Id. p. 280. 
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Texts muſt be either unprofitable or unna- 
JJ T—Ä—— ical 
2. Having choſen your Subject; your 
next Care, is to be furniſhed with a Store 
of uſeful and pertinent Thoughts upon it. 
Having fixed your Spot on which to build, 
.you ale now to prepa:e Materials. To 
this Purpoſe, carefully peruſe your Text, 
both in the Original and different Tran- 
Nations, Attend to its Connexions and 
Reference; and obſerve what is the prin- 
cipal Subject it points to. Collect from 
your Concordance, or common- place Book 
to the Bible, or from Mr. Clark's Annotc- 
tions, or from Wilſon's Cbriſtian Dictionary, 
and others, all its parallel Places, or the 
ſeveral Scriptures that have a Reference to 
it. Pen them down on looſe Paper, to be 
properly interwoven into the Diſcourſe un- 
der any particular Head or branch of it 
Conſult other Authors on the ſame Sub- 
jet. Uſe their Thoughts, but not their 
Words, unleſs you quote them expreſsly; 
which 


———_— 


2 - — N 4 . . ES. FR, 2 = 
+ — — enter at Fo Ho, 2 ˙——— —— —" 


fe) I. et Bid: Many will remember the Text that 
remember nothing elſe; therefore ſuch a Choice 
ſhould be made as may at leaſt put a weighty and 
ipeaking Sentence of the Scriptures upon the Me- 
morics of the People. Id. p. 217. | 
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which ſhould never be done, unleſs your 
Author be a Writer of Eminence, and of 
good Repute with your Audience. And 
let it be a Sentiment fo weighty, and well 
_ expreſſed, as deſerves to be remembeied 
by them; and then they will remember it 
the ſooner as coming from him, than from 
yourſelf, 

3. Having thus provided Materials ; 
form your Plan. Let your Method, as 
well as your Subject, flow from your Text. 
Let the Diviſion be eaſy and natural, and 
ſuch as the Audience would expect. 
it ariſe from the Subject itſelf; and give a 
* Light and juſt Order to the ſeveral Parts. 
Such a Diviſion, as may eaſily be re- 
* membered; and at the fame time help 
to connect and retain the whole. In 


fine, a Diviſion that ſhews at once the 


* Extent of the Subject, and of all it's 
Parts (f).'— 
plication of particulars under every general 
Head of your Diſcourſe. Let your parti- 
cular Heads be not only few, but diſtinct; 
and affect not to conceal the Number and 
Order of them, if they be diſtinct and na- 


tural, 


— Canbrov's Dialogues on Elopuence. p. 9. 


Let 


Avoid a tedious Multi- 
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tural, as ſome modern Preachers do. Tis 
a.falſe Delicacy to aim at reducing a Ser- 
mon to the Form of a polite Harangue. 
The other Method of expreſſing the Num- 
ber of the Heads in their proper Order, is 
not only more pleaſing to the common ſort 
of Hearers, but a help to their Under- 
ſtanding and Memory; which a Preacher 
ſhould by all means carefully regard (2). 
It will be proper, to draw your Method 
© or Plan, on a looſe Piece of Paper laid 
before you, with the ſeveral Particulars 
under their reſpective general Heads; 
and whatever Place of Scripture, or In- 
ferences, &c. you meet with in feading 
or meditating, pertinent to any particu- 
lar Point you ſhall ſpeak to, you may 
© then place them under that Particular: 
For all things may not come to your 
Mind at once, and a Thought is fo. 
quickly gone (let your Memory be al- 
moſt never ſo tenacious and retentive) 
N | 10 that 


ID . 


(g) Tis but a bad Rule in Ae (at leaft for vul- 
gar Auditories) when he adviſes to conceal and alter 
the Method for variety's fake. CHs d:/peſitionis talht 
Jaſtidium Auditoris. This may be true of itching curi- 
ous Hearers, but not of ſuch às regard their own 
Profit and Edification. ili. Eccigſ. p. 5. 
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that you will hardly retain it, unleſs 
it be in this- manner committed to 
Paper. And whatever Place of Scrip- 
ture you make uſe of, which you do not 
well underſtand, conſult the ableſt Com- 
«* metitators on that Paſſage for the mean- 
ing of it; that you may not apply it 
to a wrong Senſe (). 

4. Having thus provided Materials, and 
formed your Plan, begin the Superſtruc- 
ture. Which will now be raiſed and a- 
dorned with great eaſe, and be continually 
improving upon your Hands. For no 
Man can talk well on a par rh: of which 
he is not entirely Maſter (i). «4 

© In the Beginning you muſt edeiour 
© to gain the Favour of the Audience, by 
a modeſt Introduction, a reſpectful Ad- 
«* dreſs, and the genuine Marks of Can- 
* dour and Probity (&). Let your Exor- 

ns D dium 


( . Bare:roft's 4rs Conc. p. 111, 112. 
.) Eterim ex rerum cegnitione effloreſcat & redurd.t 
oportet Oratio : Quæ nifi fabeft res ab Oratere percetta & 
cognita, inanem guandam habet Elicutienem, & fer Pueri- 
lem. Cicero de Orat. I. 1. F. 6. 
490 Cambrey' s Dialoges on Elcquence. p. 117. — 2 
hæc adjuvant in Oratore, Lenitas vecig, Vidtns, Pudovis 
breaths, Verborum cemitas. Cic. de Ora t. l. 2. 
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dium be ſhort, modeſt, grave and ſtrik- 
ing; either by propoſing your Method, 
= entering upon your Suhject directly : 
Or by a few important general Obſerva- 
tions, which are connected with, or natu- 
rally lead to it: Or by ſome ſhort unex- 
pected Remark on the Words of the Text. 

In your enlargement on Particulars, if 
you find your Thoughts don't run freely 
on any Point, do not urge them too much; 
this will tire and jade the Faculties too 
ſoon. But purſue your Plan: Better 
Thoughts may occur afterwards, which 
you may occaſionally inſert. 
Let your beſt Sentiments ſtand in the 
Beginning or End of a Paragraph, and the 
reſt in the Middle, which will paſs. very 
well in good Company. And let every 
Head conclude with ſome ftriking Sen- 
tence, or pertinent Scripture. 

As every compleat Sermon reſembles A 
little Book, the Method of compoſing the 
former, may be the ſame with what Rin- 

gelbergius tells us he uſed in compoling the 
latter. | 

My firſt Care (ſays he) is to form in 
my Mind, a perfect Plan of the Work 


i before me. Then in a large TI, or 
* a 


* 


The Student au Paſtor. 51 
a Sheet of Paper, I ſet down the Titles 
of the Chaptefs; or the ſeveral Heads TI 
am to diſcourſe on. Then I look over 
them to ſee if they have their proper 
Place, Connexion and Coherence: And 
alter them as I fee Occaſion. Then 
© whilſt my Mind is ſtill warm with the 
Subject, I take a brief Sketch of what is 
© proper to be ſaid under each Head, 
© which I write down on a looſe Piece of 
Paper; theſe I afterwards transfer into 
©, my Plan, and in a fair Hand tranſcribe 
+ under their proper Heads. By this 
© means, I have the whole Subject and 
Method of the Work under my Eye at 
once. Then I every Day tranſcribe. a 
Chapter for the Preſs, and add, or ex- 
punge, as I go along, according as the 
Matter requires. After this, when I ſec 
nothing deficient, or redundant in the 
Subject, I apply myſelf: to reviſe the 
Language (/).' 


* 


2 2 


* 


* 


* * 


* 


D 2 | Let 


00 | Ringel. 42 Rai. Stu, P. $3—92—- Vid. ” 
Concio, p. 92. 
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Let your Application be cloſe, fervent 
and animated (m). To which End, get 
your own Heart warmed: and penetrated 
with your Subject. For however drowſy, 
or inattentive your Heare:s may be in the 
Beginning, or Middle of a Diſcourſe, they 
ſhould be wy awakened,” and warmed 
at the Cloſe. © © *Tis oftentimes proper at 
© the End of a Diſcourſe, to make a ſhort 
Recapitulation, wherein the Orator ought 
to exert all his Force and Skill, in giv- 
© ing the Audience, a full, clear, conciſe 
£ 'View of the chief Topicks he has en- 
* Jarged upon (n). And let the laſt Sen- 
tence of the Sermon, be either vour Text, or 
-ſome pertinent Scripture, or ſome weighty 
Thought well expreſſed * worth remem- 
bering. 
8. Having chus raiſed your n | 
ture on the Plan propoſed, you muſt put 
the finiſhing Hand to the Work, by de- 
| . cently 
) Il ne ſuffit pas de ſavoir d'oh il faut tirer les 
uſages; il eſt neceſlaire de connoitre le but qu'on doit 
ſe propoſer dans une Aplication, Or ce but, c'eſt 
d*Em6uvoir, de toucher ſes Auditeurs, de leur in- 
ſpirer les ſentimens de Piete, d' Amour de Dieu, de 


Charite, &c. Of. de Pexercice. p. 126. 
(2) Cambray's Dialogues. p. 118. 
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cently adorning it: Which is the Buſineſs 
of a Reviſal, wherein you ate to re-exa-: 
mine the Method, Matter and Style. 

1. The Method. Here perhaps you 
may ſce ſome ſmall Alterations neceſſary; 
e. g. this Head may come in more natu- 
rally before that; ſuch a Sentiment will 
ſhine to more Advantage at the Conclulion 
of a Paragraph; and this particular Head 
not ſufficiently diſtinct from that, and 
therefore both had better be wrought A510 
one. | {30 
2. With regard to the Matter. Such a 
Sentiment is expreſſed before, therefore 
ſtrike it out here; too much is faid upon 
this Part of the Subject, too little upon 
that; add here, retrench there; if any 
new Thought, or pertinent Scripture occur 

to your Mind, ſearch out the 1 * 
where to diſpoſe of it. , 

3. With regard to your Style. This 
Thought is obſcurely expreſſed, explain it; 
this Sentence is equivocal, be more deter- 
minate; this is too long, ſhorten it; here 
is a Jingle, correct it; this Diſpoſition 
of the Words is harſh and hard to be pro- 
D 3 nounced, 
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nounced, alter it; this Expreſſion i is too 
mean and vulgar, ſubſtitute a better (o). 

I ſhall conclude this Chapter with the 
following general Rules 1 to che 
Style of the Pulpit. : 

1. Let it be plain, proper od lou. 
ous z and then the ſhorter it is, the better. 
A conciſe, full and nervous Style is always 
molt ſtriking, therefore moſt pleaſing, To 
obſcure and weaken the Senſe by a ſtudied 
Ornament or Flow of Words, is wrong 
Oratory, and nauſeous to ary one of 
true Taſte. 

The Words in a Sermon . be ſim- 
ple and in common Uſe, not ſavouri 


© of the Schools, or above the Under- 


© ſtanding- of the People. All long Pe- 
© riods, ſuch as carry two or three differ- 
« ent Thoughts in them muſt be avoided ,, 
for few Hearers can follow or apprehend 
« theſe. - Niceties of Style are loſt "ore a 
common Audience (D). x 

2. Let 


e) Equidem in Libris excudẽndis, cum ſpecioſum 
aliquem vocum contextum, aut Verba duo, ornata 
invenio, lztitia exulto majore, quam fi Aureum re- 
periſſem. Ringel. de Rat. Stud. p. 111, 113. 


(pe) -Burnet's Paſt, Care. p. 223. 
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2. Let your Numbers be full and flow-- 
ing. And carefully avoid all Harſhneſs 
and Diſſonance in the Choice and Diſpoſi- 
tion of your Words: This is a Part of 

Rhetoric, which though carefully cultiva- 
ted by the Antients, is too much neglect- 
ed by the Moderns (g). In reading over 
© a Diſcourſe to ourſelves, we muſt ob- 
< ſerve what Words ſound harſh, and a- 
« gree ill together; for there is a. Muſick. 
in Speaking, as well as in Singing, 
* which a Man though not otherwiſe cri- 
* tical in Sounds, will ſoon diſcover (7). 

3. Obſerve a Medium between 4 too 
ſhort and too prolix a Style. The Sen- 
tentious Style is apt to be defective. + A 
Prolix one (if the Members of à long 

Sentence be. not judiciouſly diſpoſed, and 


fraught with a Weight of Sentiment, ) te- 
D 4 dious 


te! See Treatiſe on Preſaic Numbers Numeros 
equidem Vitam wocaverim Orationis ; quod Baud obſcur? 
apparebit, ſi Sententiam numeroſam ſol veris, iiſdem fſervatis 
& tranſdofitis verbis. Quippe que ante efficax erat, ea 
ſaluta ridicula widebitur ; in omni opere, prima 
curarum eſſe debet, ut res foe membra cohereant ; proxima, 
ut yerba, ſeu modulatio numerorum. Ringel. de * Stud. 


P. 92, 93 
(r) Burnet's Paſt. Care. p. 236. 


— 
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dious and diſagreeable ; and a low creep 
ing Style is as unbecoming the-Dignity of 
the Pulpit, as a high and turgid one. 
There is a Decency to be obſerved in our 

Language, as well as our Dreſs (5): 
With regard to both a prudent Man will 
conſider, not only what is decent in itſelf, 
but what is moſt ſo at certain times (t). 

4. An Illuſtration of your Subject by 
ſenſible Images, and apt Similies, will al- 
ways be. agreeable. . 
Laſtly. 


(s) Expreſſion is the Dreſs of Thought, and Pill © 
Lppears more decent, as more ſuitable. 
A liav Conceit in pompous Words ea preſi d, 
I lite a Clown in royal Purple Dreſid; 
Fer different Styles with different Subjects ſert, 
As ſeveral Garbs, with Country, Town and Court. 
| Some ly old Words to Fame laue made Pretence, 
Antienti in Phraſe, mere Moderrs in their Sexſe : 
Such lat our'd Nothings in fo ſtrange a Style, 
Amaze th Unlearned, make the Learned Smile, | 
Pope's Eſſay on Criticiſm, 


(1) Omnique in re, paſ quod deceat facere, Artis & 


| Nature eft; Scire quid quandogue deceat, prudentiæ. 
Cic, de Qrat. I. 3. 9. 55. 
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Laſtly. Let the Concluſion of your Pe- 
riods be harmonious, and your concluding- 
Thoughts the moſt memorable (2). 
See more on this Subject, Part II. C. 4. 


(u) Elocutio Partibus quatuor conſummatur. Primum 
enim fi Res tractetur magnifica, caves ne Particula uſquam 
jaceat humi, infra dignitatem Orationis ——tum ttiam 
video ne Verbum idem, aut Syllaba, fi fieri palſit, bis pona- 
tur——ad bæc do operam, ut numerorum Gratia, five 
(Concentus cohereat, aut per omnes Periodi partes, aut 
ſaltem in fine——Peoftrema cura eft, ne multi fant fines ſen- 
| tentiarum, qui pedes eaſdem habeant. Ringel. de Rat. 


Stud. p. 90, 91. 


* 
7 F 
141 * 
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cna P. II. 
General Reals relating to Preaching. 


T were adviſeable for young Preach- 
ers to pen down every Sentence of 
their Sermons in Short-hand ; and truſt 
nothing to their Memories, *till they are 


Maſters of a free, fluent, and proper Style; 
and have acquired a good Command of 


their Spirits, a free Utterance, and a ma- 
turity of Sentiments. Then they may ven- 
ture to leave ſomething to the Memory, 
by writing half Sentences, *till by Degrees 
they are able to truſt to. it a good Part of 
the Enlargement under every Head. This 
will be no great Burden, provided they 
take care to be thoroughly Maſters of their 
Notes, before they go up into the Pulpit; 


and will be a great help to a free, decent 


and natural Elocution. | 
I would not adviſe any young Miniter,. 
though ever ſo happy in a Strength of 
Memory, entirely to lay aſide his Notes; 
it can: anſwer no valualie Ead, and the 


Incon · . 


A 


— — — 7 — enn ® =] 
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Inconveniencies of it are theſe; the 
Thoughts may poſſibly wander; in that 
Caſe you are bewildered without a Guide: 
This Reflection will create a Confuſion 
and Perplexity in the Mind, which the 
Hearers will obſerve with Pain; and you 
will ſcarce ever be able to recover the 
right Tract in that hurry of Spirits with- 
out many a Trip and much Trouble: 


This will throw a. Tremour, at leaft a 


Diffidence on the Mind, which will make 
it difficult to reſume your wonted Cou- 
rage. Beſides, when ſo much Atten- 
tion is beſtowed on the Memory, you 
will be apt to pay too little to the Judge- 


ment and Aﬀections.. You will not have 
leiſure to obſerve: how much your own 


Heart is affected, or how you may beſt af- 


fect that of your Hearers; who. are never 
more pleaſed, than when they ſee their. 
Preacher compoſed, free and deeply im- 


preſſed with his own Subject; and never 
more diſguſted, than when they obſerve 


him. confuſed, bewildered; or unattentive - 
to what he himſelf delivers. Beſides, the 
inaccuraey of Diction, the inelegance, po- 
verty and lowneſs of Expreſſion, which 
18 en obſerved in extemporanious 

Diſcourſes, 


* 
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Diſcourſes, will not fail to offend erery 
Hearer of good Taſte. 

2. Go to the Bottom of your Subject: 
And think of every thing that ought to 
be ſaid upon it: And conſider what Points, 
or Parts of it, your Hearers would be glad 
to have cleared up, or moſt enlarged up- 
on. To ſkim off only the Surface, is to 

put off your Audience with Froth. The 
weightieſt Sentiments often lie at Bottom ;. 
be at the Pains then of diving deep to 
bring them up from thence. On the other 
IIand, ' 

3. Take care you do. not torture your: 
Subject, by aiming to exhauſt it. Don't 
endeavour to ſay every thing that can be 
ſaid, but every thing that ought to be ſaid. 
upon it. A Preacher's Excellence is ſeen, 
not ſo much in ſaying a great deal upon a | 
Text, as ſaying the beſt things in. the beſt- 
mapner (x). - | 

1 $556 1 4. Don't 


| 

' 

(x) Nala r facere, quod proved: quadam Ambitione, 7 

Fulgus Prefaſitum lodid facit, ut omni loco coneris omnia ( 

dicere, ſed ea duntaæat, quæ explicando præſenti loco fant. 6 
Adonea ; ni figuando, delectandi cauſa, digrediendum 

widebitur, Eraſmi. de Rat. Studii. p. 186. | 

Vn predicateur judicieux ſait parler, & ſe taire, il 
ſait dire ce qu'il ſaut, 3 Oſter. de 
Fexercice du Min. p. 142. 
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4. Don't croud your Thoughts too 
thick. This. will but fatigue and perplex 
the Minds of your Hearers, who ſhould al- 

ways have time to follow you. If you: 
pour Water too faſt into the Funnel, it will 
run over. 

5. Protract not your Diſcourſe to an 
undue Length. The beſt Sentiments will 
not be attended to, whilſt your Hearers 
are impatiently waiting and wiſhing for the 
Concluſion. It were better to offend by 
the other Extreme, provided your matter 
be ſolid, well diſpoſed and well digeſted... 
Better leave your Audience longing than 
loathing. Abſtinence is leſs hurtful than. 
Repletion. I think Mr. Luther ſays in his 
Table-talk, that one neceſſary Qualifica- 
tion of a Preacher, is 7 know when to 
leave off. 

6, In practical Preaching, which ſhould 
be your ordinary Strain) remember that 
you preach to Chriſtians; and let your. 
chief Motives to Practice be drawn from 
Chriſtian Principles. It is verily a Fault 
in too many of the publick Teachers of 
aur Times, that their Sermons are mo- 
ral Harangues generally; and Tulh's 
« Offices; and Seneca's Epiſtles ſerve them in- 

—_— 
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<'ſtead of the Bible: They are furniſhed 
with nothing but moral Precepts, as if 
they were preaching at ON Rome or 
* Athens, and their Auditors were all Infi- 
dels (5). | 
7. Be ſure to conſult the Capacity and 
Underſtanding of your Hearers. Remem- 
ber you are not declaiming in the Acade- 
my; but preaching to an illiterate Con- 
gregation: Take care then that you be not 
too learned, or too logical; that you do 
not ſhoot over the Hends of your Hearers (as 
they call it) either in your Doctrine or 
Language. Condefcend to their Capaci- 
ties; and let it be your Ambition and 
Care whilſt you are treating of the higheſt 
Subjects, to be comprehended by the loweſt 
Underſtanding: Wherein Archbiſhop 77. 
lolſon, Archbiſhop Sharp, and Dr. Sherlock 
will be your beft Patterns. Tis not 
eaſy to be conceived how much Ignorance 
of divine Fhings there is in the Minds of 
the greateſt Part of thoſe you Preach-to. 
It was the Obſervation of a late celebra- 
ted Divine in the Church of Rome, © That 
© there are Ae three Quarters of an or- 


" 


65 Edward's Preacher, Vol. 1. p. 734 


E 


© dinary Congregation, who do not know 
« thoſe firſt Principles of Religion, in 
which the Preacher fuppoſes every one 
to be fully inſtructed (z).“ It is to be 
hoped that Matters are fomewhat mended 
in our Proteſtant Aſſemblies; but ſtill 
there is reaſon to fear, that they who com- 
poſe the major Part in our Places of Wor- 
ſhip, are deplorably defective in their Know- 
ledge of the true Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 
And as the Subject ſhould not be too deep 
for their Conceptions, ſo neither ſhould 
the Style be too high for their Compre- 


henſion; and therefore all ſcholaſtic Terms, 


fyſtematical Phraſes and metaphyſical De- 
finitions ſhould be for ever baniſhed from 
the Pulpit. 

8. Affect not to ſhew your Parts, by 
entering upon nice and curious Diſquiſi- 
tions, or by a ſtrong Portrait of general 
Characters. This is. ſhooting beſide the 
Mark, or at leaſt will but very ſeldom. 
reach it. The chief End it will produce 
(and which you will be thought. to aim at} 
is your own Applaule, and not. your Peo- 
ple's Profit. Too cloſe. a Thread of 


RNReaſon, 


de A 
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© Reaſon, too great an Abſtraction of 
Thought, too ſublime and too metaphy- 
© cal a Strain, are ſuitable to very few 
Auditories, if to any at all (2). I love 
© a ſerious Preacher, who ſpeaks for my 
© ſake, and not for his- own, who ſecks 
my Salvation, and not his own Vain- 
glory. He beſt deſerves to be heard, 
who uſes Speech only to cloath his 
© Thoughts, and his Thoughts only to 
promote Truth and Virtue, Nothing 
is more deſpicable than a profeſſed De- 
dclaimer who retails his Diſcourſes, as a 
Quack does his Medicines (3).“ 

g. Endeavour to affect your own Mind 
with what you deliver; and then you will 
not fail to affect the Minds of your Hear- 


(4) Burner Paſteral Care. p. 219. * . 
that our Preachers are moſt defeftive. Meft of their fine 
Sermons contain only philoſophical Reaſonings-; ſometimes 
they prepofterouſly quote Scripture only for the ſake of De- 
cency and Ornament Their Sermons are Trains of fine 
Reaſoning about Reli gion, but they are not Religion itſelf. 
We apply ourſekves too much to the drawing of moral Cha- 
rafters, and inveighing againſt the general Diſorders of 
Mankind ; but ve don't Jufficiently explain the Precepts' 
and. Principles of the Gaſpel. Cambray's Dialogues, 
p- 160, 161. 
(5) * s Letter to the French eatery. P: 20 


SL 
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ers (c). 
in your Delivery, to keep up the Atten- 


There muſt be a Life and Power 


tion and fix the Affection of them that 


hear you; for artificial Eloquence with- 
* out a Flame within is like artificial Po- 


* etry.; all its Productions are forced and 
* unnatural, and in a great meaſure Ridi- 
* *Tis faid of Fohn Baptiſt 


culous (d).“ 
that he was a burning and ſhining Light, 


.- 


© ardere prius eft, Iucere poſterius; Ardor 


mentis, eſt lux Doctrinæ. 


= 


not firſt affected ourſelves (e). 


10. When you are called to touch upon- 


*Tis a hard © 
matter to affect others with what we are 


Controverſy (which you ſhould avoid as 
much as poſſible in the Pulpit) be candid, 


clear, ſnhort and convictive. Be ſure that 


and your Anſwers at leaſt as clear as the 


you 


I. G. EI. 
(% Burnet's Paſtoral Core. p. 223. 
le) Biſhop Wilkin's Ecchfiaftes, p. 252. 


your Arguments be ſolid, cloſe and ſtrong; 


Objections: For if theſe be plain and thoſe 
perplexed, you will but confirm the Error 


(e) Summa, quantum ego quidem ſentio, circa movend:s . 
affeus, in hoc poſita e, ut moveamur 1h. Wa 


*8h 19 
' 
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you mean to confute (). Avoid all need- 


leſs Cenſures, eſpecially of Perſons by 
Name. When a cenſorious Spirit is kindled 


by the Preacher, nothing will ſooner be 


catched by the Hearers; and that unhal- 
lowed Flame will quickly be propagated 
far and wide. Dark Debates in Divi- 
nity are like Rocks not only ſteep and 
craggy, but barren and fruitleſs, and not 
worth the Pains of climbing to the Top; 
and what Influence they have on the Spi- 
rits of Men, is commonly a bad one. Tis 
ſcarce to be imagined what harm theſe 
theological Subtilties do us. As Spirits 
extracted from Bodies, are always hot, 


| heady and inflammatory: So divine Truths 
ſubtilized and too much ſublimated, heat, 


intoxicate and diſcompoſe the Minds of 


hurtful and nnruly Paſſions, to tha Diſtur- 
bance of their own. Peace and that of o- 

thers. | 
11. Let your great Aim in every Ser- 
mon be to pleaſe God and profit your Peo- 
ple, to do them good rather than gain 
their Applauſe. Don't covet a Reputation 
for 


(f) See Wilkin's Eccleſ. p. 26. 
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for Eloquence; it will turn you off from 
higher Views. Beſides, an exceſſive Deſire 


of Popularity and Fame will ſubject yow 


to many ſecret. Vexations : As well may 
you expect the Sea to be undiſturbed, as 
the Mind of an ambitious Man to be long 
free from Diſquietude (g). 

Laſtly. Endeavour to get the great 


Principles of Chriſtianity wrought into your 


own Heart; and let them ſhine in your 
Temper and Converſation. * Miniſters 
have one great Advantage beyond all the 
* reſt of the World in this reſpect, that 


* whereas the particular Callings of other 
Men, prove to them great Diſtractions, . 


and lay many Temptations in their way 
© to divert them from minding their high 


© and holy Calling of being Chriſtians, it 
© is quite otherwiſe with the Clergy ; the 


more they follow their proper Callings, 
© they do the more certainly advance their 
general one; the better Prieſts they are, 


© they become alſo the better Chriſtians. 
0 Fate 2 of their Calling, when well 


$i performed 


(8) an Xx appz res Noyugy wy an agtetis Tw few; 4 


HEY ETOLUSIT'Y R. Wack Tw ardguwwy, n Nααονεν T& , 


ſyiohia, fen Ap, OVTWY Os UTE TWY citgDeTW?, n brruro, 
48 axyurw, Chryſoſ. de Sacer. I. x. 


2 


_ _ from his own Experience. He 
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performed, raiſes good Thoughts, and 


brings good Ideas into their Minds, and 


bo tends both to increaſe their Knowledge 
and quicken their Senſe of divine Mat- 
ters (5). —- Cicero, Quintilian and Horace, 
all made Virtue a neceſſary Qualification 
in a compleat Orator (i). I am ſure it is 
ſo in a Chriſtian Preacher. It is required 
of a Preſbyter that he be blameleſs, Tit. 
1. 6. (K). When a Preacher has the great 
Doctrines which he teaches inwrought in- 
to his Temper, and he feels the Influence 
of them on his own Spirit, he will reap 
from thence theſe three great Advantages 
in his publick Miniſtrations. | He: will 


will 


680 ieee ch. * | 

(i) JQuæ (ſe. Eloguentia) gud major et, n 
jungenda, ſummã gus prudentid ; quarum Virtutum emper- 
tibus fi dicendi copiam tradiderimus, non eos quidim Ora · 
teres efficerimus, ſed furentibus quædam arma dederimus. 
Ci.icero de Oratore. I. z. 5 14. 
Sir ergo nobis Orator, quem inſtituimus, is qui a M. 
Cicerone finitur. Vir bonus dicendi peritus——idedque non 
dicendi modo eximiam in eo facultatem, ſed omnes animi 

<irtutes exigimzs. Quintilian. Lib. xii. c. 1. 

Seribendi rects ſapere eft et principium et fons. 
Hor. de Art. Poet, 


(4) In Sacerdate etiam aliis licita prohibentur. 
Vide Hieronym. in loco. 
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will with greater Confidence and Aſſurance 
direct and counſel others. And will more 
readily gain Belief to what he ſays (/).— 
Without this experimental Senſe of Reli- 
gion in the Heart, and a. ſteady Practice 
of it in the Life, all the Learning in the 
World will not make a Perſon, either a 
wiſe Man, a good Chriſtian, or a faithful 
Miniſter (n). And to induce him to a 
wile Circumſpection in his Conduct, he 
ſhould often conſider the Influence his own 
Example will have upon his People, for 
whom he muſt live, as well as for himſelf; 
and who will think themſelves very juſti- 
fiable if they indulge to no other Liberties 
than ſuch as they ſee their Minilter takes 
himſelf (n). 

Before 


. (1) Edward's Preacher. Vol. 1. p. 321. 

(n] Aliud enim eft ſcire, aliud ſapere. Sapiens eft, qui 
didicit e omnia, ſed ea que ad veram felicitatem per- 
tinent ; 4 tis quee didicit afficitur, ac transfiguratus eff. 

Eraſmi. Eccleſiaſtes. p. 21. 

T4 n ) 3 4% . Tov bepec, A.. Noparinor, x. ö 
Huprag warraxoWy xexT1IJas Tus pas, ws: d& 5&UTW 
{40Yv0v, ANN Kat de Serra rocdgrw. 

A Biſhop had need be ſober and vigilant, and 
have all his Eyes about him, who lives not only for 
himſelf, but for ſo great a Multitude of People. _ 

Chryſoſtom de Sacer. I. 3. c. 12. 


* 5 2 a * | 1 * IE 3 * ä a . * 1 
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Before I cloſe' this Chapter let me add 


one thing more, viz. That a Miniſter both 
with regard to his Conduct and Preaching, 


ſhould take Care not to be too much af- 


fected with common Fame. Though he 


is not to be abſolutely indifferent to the 
Applauſes and Cenſures of others, yet he 
ſhould arm himſelf againſt the bad Influ- 
ence of both. He muſt expect to pals 
through good Report and evil Report : 


And both are apt to make hurtful Impreſ- 


ſions on weak, unſtable Minds. As to 
evil Report a Stoic will tell you, that in 
Confidence of your Innocence, you ought 
abſolutely to deſpiſe both it and its Author, 

I think Chry/eftom's Advice is more ſuit- 


ed to the Character of a Chriſtian Mi- 


niſter. As for groundleſs and unreaſon- 
able Accuſations, ſays he, (for ſuch a 
* Chriſtian Biſhop muſt expect to meet 
© with) it is not right either exceſſively to 
fear them, or abſolutely deſpiſe them. 
He ſhould rather endeavour to ſtifle them 
though they be ever ſo falſe, and the 
Author of them ever ſo deſpicable ; for 
© both a good and bad Report is greatly 
< increaſed by paſſing through the Hands 


6 of the Multitude who are not accuſtom- 
: 6 ed 
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ed to examine, but to blab out every 
thing they hear whether true or falſe. 
Therefore we are not to deſpiſe them but 
to nip thoſe evil Surmiſes in the Bud, 
ſpeak friendly to thoſe who raiſe them; 
be their Characters ever ſo bad, and cmit 
nothing that may remove their wrong 
Impreſſions of us. And if after all they 
perſiſt to defame us, we may then de- 
ſpiſe them (o). 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 
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Of the Duties immedi ately previous to 
the Wark of the Pulpit. © | 


O prepare you for this Service the 
following Directions may be uſeful. 
I, Before you enter on the publick 
Worſhip of God in-his Houſe, be ſure to 
apply yourſelf to the Throne of Grace, for 
a divine Blefling on your Labours, It 
was 2 uſual Saying of Mr. Luther. . Beni 
oraſſe, eſt bene ſtuduiſſe (p). And in theſe 
your previous Devotions ſee that your 
Heart be very ſincere and fervent. You 
muſt pray for ee; and Pray for your 
People. 
(1,) You muſt pray Gor: you ſelf—that 
God would help you to bring your own 
Spirit 


(p) Sub horam Concionis Eccleſiaſtes det ſe pro- 
fundæ deprecationi, et ab eo poſtulet ſapientiam, 
linguam, et orationis eventum, qui linguas infan- 
tium facit diſertas. Incredibile dictu quantum lucis, 
quantum vigoris, quantum roboris & alacritatis hinc 
accedat Eccighaſtz, Era/. Eccle 75 p-· 486, 
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Fpitit into a Frame ſuitable to the Work 
you are about to undertake——that the 
Word you deliver may affect your own. 
Heart or that you may firſt feel the holy 
Flame you would communicate to o- 
others that a Door ef Utterance may 
be opened to you, and that you may ſpeak 
as becomes the Oracles of God——that he 
would direct you to ſpeak to the Con- 
ſciences and particular Caſes of your Hear- 
ers, or that what you deliver, may be a 
Word in. Seaſon (9) — and that he would 
eſpecially aſſiſt you in Prayer, and give you 
the Spirit of Grace and Supplication. 

- (2.) You are to pray for your People 
that their Attentions may be engaged both 
to the Evidence and Importance of the 
things they are to hear that God would 
open their Hearts to give them a fair and 
candid Reception, and that no bad Preju- 
dice may prevent the good Effect of the 
Word——that the Grace of God may co- 
operate with his appointed Means, to ſet 
home divine Truths with Power on their 


Conſciences that they may be able to 
; E retain 
(7 Ad a divina nemo . eſt, niſt 


doctus divinitüs. Id, p. 110. 


„ 


you more ſerviceable to their Souls. 
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it may bing forth it's proper Fruit in their 


future Lives—and finally that their Pray- 


ers for you, and Behaviour towards you 
may ſtrengthen your Hands, and make 


2. Let your Mind and Countenance be 
very compoſed and ſerious, and your Geſ- 
ture grave and decent. To this End, en- 
deavour to bring your Spirit into a reli- 
gious and devout Frame, before you come 
into the Houſe of God. Attend to the 
real Importance of the Work you are call- 
ed to, both when you are the Mouth of 
God to the People, and when you are the 
Mouth of the People to God. Avoid 


thoſe Objects, and avert thoſe Thoughts 
which tend to diſcompoſe your Mind, or 
indiſpoſe it for the ſacred Service you are 


going to engage in. Clear your Heart of 
all vain and worldly Cares, and eſpecially 
of all vexatious and diſturbing Thoughts, 
before you enter on the publick Service of 


God. Endeavour to attain a ſpiritual, ho- 


ly and heavenly Frame of Mind by pre- 
vious:Prayer, Reading and devout Medi- 


tation. It will render your ſacred Work 


both more yeah we and eaſy to yourſelf, 
and 
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and more . beneficial to your Hearers, if 
you endeavour to carry into the Houſe of 
God that ſerious Temper of Mind which 
you defire they ſhould carry out of it. 

3. Before you enter on your Work 
take time to premeditate and recollect 
ſome of the moſt weighty, pertinent and 
important Sentiments and Expreſſions you 
may have occaſion for either in Prayer or 
Preaching. This will be eſpecially neceſ- 
ſary, if you give any thing in charge to 
the Memory; that you may not be at a Loſs 
for thoſe Sentiments when they are to be 
produced in their proper Place. The 
Mind . ſhoald be well ſeaſoned with the 
Diſcourſe before it de delivered. Tis not 
enough to be Maſter of your Notes, but 
you muſt enter into the Spirit of your 
Subject. Call in every thing that is pro- 
per to improve it, and to raiſe and animate 
your Mind in the Contemplation of it. 

4. Affect your Mind with the Conſider- 
ation of the Solemnity and Importance of 
the Buſineſs you are going about; and 
how much may depend on a faithful Ex- 
ecution of it. Few Mien had ever more 
natural Courage than Mr. Lulber, and yet 
he was s often heard to ſay, that even to the 
E 2 lateſt 


— — ——_ 
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lateſt Part of his Life, he never could 
conquer his Fear when he mounted the 
Pulpit (). And St. Cbryſatom uſed to 
ſay that that Scripture, They watch for your 
Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an Account. 
Teb. xiii. 17. ſtruck his Mind with con- 
ſtant Awe (s). 

' Lafth. Keep up a Sed command den 
becoming Preſence of Mind; and get a- 
bove à low ſervile Fear of Men. If you 
are Maſter of your Subject, and come well 
turniſhed with ſuitable Materials for their 
religious Improvement, and produce plain 
Scripture and Reaſon for what you ad- 
vance, you have no Cauſe to fear either 
the Critic or the Cenſor; but may with 
Modeſty conclude that you are at leaſt as 
good a Judge of the Subject you have ta- 
ken ſo much Pains to underſtand and di- 
geſt, as they are, who perhaps never gave 
It fo e or extenſive a Conſideration. 


2 E If jam Sener, et in 3 exercitus fu, | 


tamèn timeo quoties Suggeſtum conſcendo. | 
Wilkin's Eceleſ. p. 254. 


( 5 ) 0 ae oog TavTHG TY; aameiing aurex an; ft, 
ta Tn» u. Chryſoſtom de Sacerdotio. I. 6. 
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ea 
Of Pulpit-Eloeution: | 


"NDER this Phraſe, 1 - comprize 
the Language, Pronunciation, and 
Action that is moſt becoming the Pulpit... 
1. The Language. This muſt be plain, 
proper, pure, conciſe and nervous. 
11.) Let your Language be plain or 
perſpicuous (2). Tis a nauſeous Affecta- 
tion to be fond of hard Words, or to in- 
troduce Terms of Art and Learning into 
a Diſcourſe addreſſed to a mix d Aſſembly 
of plain, illiterate Chriſtians. The Ridi- 
cule of it will appear, by ſuppoſing you 


were to talk to them in that manner in 
common Converſation. They who don't 


who do, will ſee the Aﬀectation, and de- 
_=m _ EIS 
E 3 | 4.) Let 


(t) Prima ef Eloquentie 2 Perſpicuitas ; ; et Pu 
guiſque ingenio minus valet, hoc ſe magis attollere et dila- 
tare conatur : ut - flaturd breves in digitos eriguntur, et 
Alara infirmi minantur. Quintilian, L. ii. C. 3, 


_ underſtand you, will diſlike you; and they WW I 
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(2. ) Let your Words be well-choſen, 
| proper and expreſſive. Such as your Hear- 

ers not only underſtand, but fach as are 
moſt fit to convey the Sentiments you 
mean. | | wrt: 
(.) Aim at a Purity of Language. To 
this End, diverſify your Style, as far as it 
is conſiſtent with Perſpicuity and Propriety 
A And avoid the frequent and near Re- 
petition of the fame Word, unleſs it be 
very Emphatical, and the Re- iteration Rhe- 
torical— Shun all harſſi and jingling 
Sounds. Have an Eye to an eaſy Ca- 
dence at the Cloſe of your Periods, and 
conelude as often as you can, with an em- 
phatical Word Avoid dubious. and e- 
quivocal Expreſffions, or ſuch as leave the 
Senſe inde terminate And all low, vul- 
gar and barbarous Words Let your 
Phraſe be like your Dreſs, decent, unaf- 
fected and free from gawdy and ſtudied 
Ornaments And in fine let * your 
Art be to imitate Nature. 

(4.) A conciſe Style very well beckess 
the Pulpit : Becauſe long Periods convey 
not the Senſe either with ſo much Eaſe, or 
Force, eſpecially to uncultivated Minds. 


But affect not to e in 8 A 
hort 


t 


* ſententious 3 if it * at. 
full and clear, will be always. Strong ond 
univerſally Agreeable. . | 

(5.) Aim at a. ſiking, neryous Style 
rather than a diffuſive, flowing one: And 
let the moſt emphatical Words convey thę 
ſublimeſt Thoughts; and if there be a 

Glow in the Sentiment, it will feldom fail 
to ſhine in the Expreſſion (2). See Ch. 1. 
ad finem. wat 

2. The Pronunciation. 

(..) Let this be quite free, natural and 
eaſy. * The whole Art of good Oratory 
* conſiſts in obſerving what Nature does, 
© when unconſtrained. You ſhould ad- 
* dreſs yourſelf to an Audience, in ſuch a 
* modeſt, reſpectful, and engaging Man- 
© ner, that each of them ſhould think you 
* are ſpeaking to him in particular ().“ 
Every ſort of affected Tone is to be care- 
fully avoided. Suppoſe your whole Au- 
ditory to be but one Perſon, and you were 
ſpeaking to them in your own Parlour. 
And let the Nature of your Subject direct 

E 4 the 


fu) * — rem non invita ſeguentur. 
Hor. de Art. Poet. 


( Cambray's Dialogues. p. 98. 


% 
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the Modulation of your Voice: Be cool 
in dhe rational, eaſy in the familiar, ear- 
neſt in the perſwaſive, and warm in the 
pathetical Part of your Diſcourſe. Every 
Paſſion requires a een Pepper to 
urſelf { Y. 9 

(2. ) Let the Voice be een diſtin | 
ack deliberate; and give every Word it's 
full Sound. Attend to your own Voice: 
If it be not ſtrong, full and clear to your. 

ſelf, you may be ſure tis not ſo to many 
of the Audience. And to help your Voice, 
addreſs yourſelf chiefly to the remoteſt Part 
of the Aſſembly, and then they who are 
nearer. will hear plainly enough Let 
your Pronunciation be very deliberate. 
Tou will be in little danger of ſpeaking 
too ſlow, provided your Voice and Action 
and the Weight of the Sentiment keep uP 
your Hearer's Attention. 

- (3.) Affect not to move the Paſſions by 
a loud, clamorous Voice. This is not 
| powerful Preaching; and argues no Ex- 
cellence in the Preacher, but the Strength 
of his Lungs. Tis unſeemly in a Chriſti- 

an > Miniſter to imitate the Prieſts of Dei 
. 


+ 


(y) See 7 reatiſe on Ehcution. p. 29. 
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pbos, who delivered their Oracles with 
Rage and Foaming. This noiſy, bluſter- 
ing Manner ſhocks a delicate Hearer, and 
degrades the Dignity of the Pulpit. Fo 
be a Boanerges, tis not neceſſary fo = 
a Stentor (z). However 

(4.) Let your Voice be 040% noch 
and awakening; though at ſometimes it 
ſhould be more animated than at others. 

(5.) Now and then a- ſudden Change 
from- a higher to a lower Key (when ſome- 
thing remarkable occurs) will wonderfully 
catch the Attention. This is what Quin- 
tilian calls Ars variandi, which when well 
timed is not only graceful. in itſelf, but 
pleaſing to the Ear, and gives no malt 
relief to the Preacher a). 

(6. ) Repeat ſometimes the moſt Wark: 
able Sentences with a free, decent, eaſy 
Manner: 

(.) Make a Pauſe e ſome impor- 
tant Thought. Theſe Pauſes (eſpecially 
near the Cloſe of: a Diſcourſe) will have a 
| 1M 5 very 


lx) \ Edward's Preacher Vol. i. p. 198. 7 
(a) Ars porro wariandi, cum gratiam præber, a ac reno- 
vat aurei, tum tlicentem ipſa laboris mutatione reficit 


ihn. L. xi. Ca; 3. 


— 
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very good Effect; not only as they render 
the Service more ſolemn, but give both 
yourſelf and your Hearers time to com- 
poſe and recollect; and mightily awaken 
their Attention to What follows, - which 
ſhould therefore be always ſomething wor- 
thy of it. There are ſome Occaſions, 
* where an Orator might beſt expreſs his 
Thoughts by Silence: For if being full 
* of ſome great Sentiment, he continue 
immoveable for a Moment, this ſurpri- 
ſing Pauſe will keep the Minds of the 
Audience in ſuſpence, and expreſs an 
Emotion too big for Words to utter (90.5 
In a Ward, (as Ruintilian obſerves) the 
great Art of Elocution, is no more than a 
proper and natural Modulation and Varia- 
tion of the Voice, according to the Na- 
ture of the Subject (c) 

3. The Action. This muſt always be 
adapted to the Pronunciation, as that to 
the Paſſions. Here two Extremes are to 
be avoided, viz. too much, and too little 
Action. 

(1.) Let not your Action be too much. 
8 Wo have ſome at home that outdo the 

| French, 


(5) Cambray's Dialogues on Eloquence. p. 8 
(e) Secumdum rationem rerum, de quibus . com. 


formanda vox eff, L. xi. c. 3. Quintil, 
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© French, and invent new ways of an as 


piſh and uncouth Deportment. One is | 


ready every Moment to throw him- 
« ſelf out of the Pulpit, and the People 
© that ſit below him are in continual 
Fear that he will be in good earneſt: 
Another reckons up all the Heads and 
Particulars on the Tips of his Fingers; 
< which he expoſes to the gazing: People: 
Others by odd and fantaſtic Geſtures 
of the like Nature delight to give the 


Auditors Diverſion, and make good the 


primitive Uſe of the Word Pulpit, which 
* was the higher Part of the Stage where 
the Players. and Comedians acted. But 
our ſerious Preacher abhors all of this 
kind, and never affects to be theatri- 
cal (4). — 

To be more particular —Your Action 
ſhould not be perpetual. The Body or a- 
ny Part of it muſt not be in conſtant Mo- 


tion. As the Preacher ſhould not be like 
the Trunk of a Tree, always immovable ;. 


ſo neither like the Boughs of it in continu- 
al. Agitation. Nor muſt the Motion of 


the Body: be uniform and unvaried A. 


ſtealy 


0 Edward's Proacber,, Vol. i. fe ach. 


$4 ts AAR 


fteady vibrative Swing of the Body from? 
the Right to the Left, like the Pen- 
dulum of a Clock, is very unnatural and 
faulty. As there is a Monotony in the 
Voice; ſo there is a Uniformity in the 


+ Geſture, that is no leſs nauſeous and un- 


© natural, and equally contrary to the 


good Effect that one might expect from 
decent Action (e). - Again, your Acti- 
on ſhould not be mimical. The Hands 


ſhould ſeldom ſtir, unleſs when ſome Paſ- 


ſion is to be expreſſed, or ſome weighty 


Sentiment pointed out. —- Nor toe viv- 


lent. As when it exceeds the Force of the 
Expreſſion, and the Dignity of the Senti- 
ment: A Fault we often ſee in Company 


among Perſons of a warm, impetuous 


Temper. Nor theatrical; pompous and 
affected. This becomes neither the Dig- 
nity of the Pulpit, nor the Solemnity of 
the Work. The chief Action ſnould be 


(I.) in the Eyes: Which ſhould be com- 
manding, quick and piercing; not con- 
fined to your Notes, but gently turning to 
every Part of your Audience, with a mo- 
deſt, graceful Reſpect. (2.) The Head: 


Which 


(e) Cambray's Dialogues, p. 91. 
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Which ſhould always regularly turn with 
the Eyes. (3.) The Hands. The Right- 
hand ſhould have almoſt all the Actiom; 
at leaſt the Left- hand is never to be moved 
alone, (4.) The upper Part of the Body: 
Which ſhould always correſpond: with the 
Motion of the Eyes, Head and Hands, 
and ſhould be for the moſt Part erect. A- 
void a lazy Lolling on the Cuſhion ; on 
which your Elbows ſhould rarely reſt; and 
when they do (e. g. when you make a 
conſiderable Pauſe) let it be with an eaſy, 
graceful Attitude. In a Word, let all 
your Pulpit- actions, be natural, free, de- 
cent and eaſy: Which by frequent Practice 
and a careful Obſervation of theſe Rules 
will be ſoon attained (Y). 1 

(2.) The other Extreme to be avoided 
is too little Action. To ſtand like a Sta- 
tue, ſtiff and motionleſs, when your are 
Speaking to your People of the moſt mo- 
mentous and affecting Things, is as un- 
natural and as diſagreeable as a ſet, uni- 
form Tone in Pronunciation; and looks as 
if you were not in earneſt yourſelf, and 
cared not whether your People were ſo: 
a How 


(F) See Treatiſe en Elocution. p. 39, and following. 
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How ſingular would this appear if you 
were talking to a Friend in private upon 
any particular Affair that very much con- 
cerned him, and to which you deſire to 
excite his moſt earneſt Attention. How 
will your Hearers be able to keep from 
ſleeping, if they ſee you are ſcarce awake 
yourſelf. Into this Extreme the Engliſb 
Preachers are moſt apt to fall, as the 
French into the Former. But after all let 
it be remembered, that the End of a de- 
cent, juſt and lively Pronunciation and 

Action, is only to excite and fix the At- 

tention of your Hearers. Let your chief 
Care be ſtill directed to the Propriety and 

Importance of your Sentiment, and the 
Dignity of your Subject: For it will never 
fail to diſguſt your Hearers, if you rouze 
their Attention by a Solemnity of Voice 
and Action, and then put them _ with. 
e wrt trite or mee 


1 
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Sassen bheker secs kaka 
C HAP. V. 
o — 


H E next moſt conſiderable Part 

of the Paſtoral Office is Prayer; 
which is commonly divided into the Grace 
and Gift of Prayer. 

1. The Grace, or the Spirit af Prayer.. 
This ſignifies either (1.) Praying with the 
Heart and Spirit, with the Intent Engage- 
ment of all the mental Powers, Under- 
ſtanding, Will and Affections. Or (2) 
with the Exerciſe of thoſe Chriſtian Graces. 
which are proper to enkindle a devout Fer- 
vour of Mind in that Part of  Worthip.;. 
ſuch as Humility, | Self-abaſement, Faith, 
Love, Delight, Deſire, Truſt in God, 
Hope and Heavenly-mindedneſs. Or (g.) 
under the particular Aid and Influence of 
the Holy Spirit who helps our Infirmities, 
and teaches us to Pray: So ſays the A- 
poſtle, we know not what to pray for as we 
ought, but he Spirit belpeth our Infirmities, 
Rom. viii. 26. by compoſing our Spirits, 

giving 
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giving us a greater Abſtraction from the 
World, and a greater elevation of H cart, 
"and calling into lively Exerciſe the Graces 
before-mentioned. And this ſpiritual 
Prayer may be entirely mental without the 
Uſe of Words; and *tis this Spirituality 
which gives to our Prayers all their Effet 
"and Power; and without it no Prayer, 
though ever fo properly compoſed or de- 
"cently delivered, will be acceptable to 
God, or available to ourſelves : which 
therefore we ſhould frequently and earneſt- 
ly aſk at the Throne of divine Grace. 
"But *tis the other Kind of Prayer, which 
Tam at preſent more particularly to confi- 
der, viz. 

2. The Gift of Phayers or an ability to 
perform this Duty Extempore, in a decent 
and devout Manner,  publickly. And to 
this Purpoſe three things are required. 
(r.) An Enlargement of Mind. (2.) 
A Regulation or Arrangement of our 
Thoughts. (3.) A Freedom of Expreſ- 
ſion, or ready Utterance. Theſe will take 
in the Matter, Method and Manner of 


'Prayer. 
(1.) An Enlargement of Mind; which 


te in the Matter of Prayer. What- 


ever 
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ever we want, or deſire, or know we 
ought to deſire, ſhould be the Subject- 
matter of our Prayers. In order to an 
Enlargement of Mind in Prayer, and a 
ſuitable Supply of Matter, 

We muſt (1.) be well acquainted with 
the State of our Souls; and attend to our 
ſpiritual Wants and Weakneſſes. The 
Chriſtian's own Heart is his beſt Prayer. 
Book. The more we converſe with that, 
the better ſhall we converſe with God.--— 

It may not be amiſs to commit ta Writing 
thoſe. Defects and Blemiſhes, we chiefly 
obſerve in our Characters, the Mercies we 
have received (eſpecially any particular 
Mercies: we have received by Prayer) et- 
ther Deliverance from Evil, Direction in 
Difficulties, or the Accompliſhment of a 
defired End: Each of which will be a pro- 
per Subject either of Petition, Confeſſion 
or Thankſgiving. —(2.) When you ad- 
dreſs yourſelf to the ſacred Work, ſee that 
the Mind be free, compoſed and ſerious. 
Its Conceptions and Apprehenſions will 
then be more ready, and proper Thoughts 
will more freely occur. (g.) Poſſeſs 
your Mind with an awful Reverence of the 
divine Majeſty, whom you addreſs as the 

Heart- 


r 
— 
=p 


— 
— — 
— 


* 
. 
' 
1 
* " i 
i! 
: 1 * 
1 o 
: 
\ | 
Mi 5 
ji 
l * 
"1 
. = 
: * 
* 
1 
. ; 1 
11 
T 
N 
voy: 
14 

14 
7 
" 
' 

Il 8 

R : 

"0 

4 

1} 

i" 
iT 
. 

* 

1 

[1h 
1 

| N 
1 
4 
Tz 


= 7— = 4 — 2 22 2 
: Me — 


— ———— I — — — — — — e e —— ̃ Ü—E ES - — —— — — 


90 The Student and 'Paſtor. 
Heart-ſearching God. (.) Let your 
Expreſſion be very deliberate and ſolemn, 
that the Mind may have time not only to 
conceive, but to regulate and contemplate 
it's Conceptions. (g.) Daily ſtudy the 
Word of God with this View in particular, 
that you may be better ſupplied with Mate- 
rials for Devotion.—(6.) Endeavour after a 
comprehenſive' View of things. Let the 
Mind take a wide Scope; and let it freely 
run on thoſe Subjects that moſt affect it. 
.) Let practical Divinity, and a 
right Diſpoſition of Heart towards God be 
your principal Care and Study. 8.) 
Take ſome time to premeditate and recol- 
lect the chief Topicks of Prayer, and com- 
mit ſome few well choſen Expreſſions and 
Sentences to Memory. (Laſtly) Let 
the Subject you have preached upon, (and 
eſpecially thoſe you have. found your Mind 
moſt warmly affected with, and ſome of 
the moſt ſtriking Sentiments and Expreſ- 
fions in them,) be wrought into the Com- 
poſition of your future Prayers, ranged 
under their proper Heads. This in time 
will greatly enrich your Magazine of Ma- 
terials for — z and lead you to proper 

Re Thoughes 
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Thoughts and Words on the moſt impor- 
tant;Occaſions. . 

(2-) We ſhould: not only aim at a Com- 
prehenſion, . but obſerve a Method in 
Prayer. The ufual Method is (1.) Invo- 
cation: Wherein we are to make a ſolemn 
Mention of ſome of ,the divine Attributes. 
Nor ſhould this be always confined to the 
Beginning of Prayer. It may very pro- 
perly be repeated by way of Preface to 
ſome of the principal Petitions we put up 
to God; which when pronounced with Se- 
riouſneſs and Reverence will have a good 
Effect to awaken the Devotion of the 
Heart. But always remember to invoke 
the All- mighty under thoſe. Attributes and 
Perfections which are moſt ſuitable to the 
Bleſſings you aſk of him. e. g. When we 
pray for an Acceſſion of divine S 
and Wiſdom, the Addreſs may be in this 
Form. O thou Father and Fountain 
of Light, in whom there is no Dark - 
* neſs at all, who giveſt to Man the Wis- 
& dom he aſketh of thee, we beſeech thee 
< to diſperſe the Darkneſs of our Minds, 
„ ſhine into our Hearts, and liberally 
e beſtow upon us that ' Wiſdom which 
thou en we want.“ 42.) Con- 


feſſion 
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feſſion of Sin- The Tranſition to this 
part of Prayer will be natural and eaſy, by 
taking particular Notice of thoſe moral 
Perfections of the divine Nature, in which 
ve ourſelves are moſt defective. e. g. The 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of God; as 
thus. O holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
% Almighty, who art of purer Eyes than 
to behold Iniquity, wherewith ſhall we 
©<. thine: unholy Creatures preſume to ap- 
'« pear before thee; or lift up our Eyes or 
Thoughts to Heaven, which ee 
ties have reached before then! ln 
public Prayer, let theſe Confeſſions be ge- 
neral. In private, Particular, as your 
on Conſcionſneſs of Guilt may ſuggeſt. 
3.) Petition. The Connexion here 
may be properly made by the mention of 
the divine Mercies, or the Remembrance 
of Chriſt's 'Mediatorſhip, and the Pro- 
miſe of Grace and Pardon to penitent Sin- 
ners: And moſt properly begins with Pe- 
tition for Pardon; then, for a more per- 
fect Renovation; after which proceed to 
beg for other ſpiritual Bleſſings; as more 
Light and Knowledge, more Love to God, 
more Faith and Hope, more Strength a- 


kerry Temptation and Sm, more Purity 
and 


Tus Student and Paſtor; 93. 
and Heavenly -mindedneſs, more Indiffer- 
ence to the World, c. Then proceed to 
temporal Bleſſings. (4. ) Particular In- 
terceſſions. Theſe it will be beſt to pre- 
compoſe; and commit to Memory the 
Expreſſions and Phraſes that are moſt pro- 
per to be uſed on particular Occaſions,” 
But let the Phraſe and Subject be often 
varied, that it may not appear to be a 
Form. And in all our Prayers upon any 
particular, or ſpecial Occaſions there's great 
need of much Pre- meditatioa.¶ Laſtly) 
Thankſgiving. The Subjects of theſe are 
either General or Particular; and as vari- 
ous as our Mercies. 
This part of Prayer may perhaps come 
in more properly after Invocation; and 
the Tranſition from thence to Confeſſion, 
may be made by the Mention of our 
unworthineſs of the divine Bleſſings. 55 
Beſides this general Method it would be 
proper to preſerve in your Mind a particu- 
lar Method of the ſeveral Bleſſings you are 
to pray for, the Sins you confeſs, and the 
Mercies you commemorate. Loet theſe be. 
laid up in the Mind in order to be pro- 
duced. in their proper Places. But do, 
not tie yourſelf down to the invariable Uſe: 
20 1 of 
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. each Head, which may ſerve inſtead of a 


of any Method; whether General or Par- 
ticular; for a too cloſe Application of the 


Mind to the Method or Expreſſion of 


Prayer is apt to obſtruct the devout Em- 


ployment of the Heart. Beſides, this will 


make the Prayer appear too formal, arti- 
ficial and ſtudied, and bring a Drowſineſs 


on the Minds of thoſe whoſe Devotion you 


Axe called to excite and lead; who are ne- 
ver more pleaſed and edified in this Part 
of Worſhip, than when they obſerve us to 


be affected with our own: Prayers. A 


Heart inſpired with warm Devotion will 


- not be confined to exact Method. And a 
tively Start of Thought, and a ſtrong, 


farprizing Sentiment uttered out of its due 


Place will ſtrike the Minds of our Fellow- 


worſhippers'ſo ſtrongly, that they will not 
attend to the want of Method, or if they 
do, will readily excuſe it. Enlarge moſtly 


on that Part of Prayer with which you find 
your own Mind moſt affected; and let not 


any occaſional Deviations from your -pur- 


poſed Method interrupt the fervent Work- 
good however 


ings of your Spirit. Tis 
to be Maſter of a regular Syſtem of Mate- 
rials, and of pertinent Expreſſions: under 


Form 


Form (but ſtill to be uttered in the moſt 
ſolemn and reverend Manner) when the 
Powers of the Mind happen to be heavy 
and unactive, or oppreſſed by the Preſence 
of others at a Time we are called to the 
Performance of this Duty. 

| (3+) Next to the Matter and Method, we 
ſhould have a regard to the Manner of 


Prayer. This reſpects (1.) the Geſture of 


the Body ; which ſhould be always decent, 
grave and humble, and expreſſive-of the 


Reverence of the Heart: As folding the 
Hands, or putting the open Palms toge- 


ther, ſometimes eiect, ſometimes declining 


with the Body; ſometime lift up with the 


Eyes, according as the pious or humble 
Motions of the Heart direct. Let the 
Eyes be moſtly cloſed, or if open, ſteadily 
fixed: for nothing is more indecent than 
for the Eyes to wander in the Performance 
of this Duty.——(2.) The Pronunciation. 


Let this be ſlow, ſolemn, grave, diſtinct 


and ſerious. Let not your Words fol- 
low faſter than your Thoughts; that the 


latter may have time to be maturely con- 
ceived and well expreſſed; by which means, 


one Thought will more naturally riſe out 
of another, 2 de in readineſs to be pro- 
| duced 
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duced whilſt the other is uttering. And 
when the Conceptions are thus before-hand 
with the Expreſſions, the Mind will be 
free, compoſed and ſerious; and have time 
to feel the Weight of it's own Thoughts; 
which will be a great Help to the true 
Spirit of Prayer. Due and proper Pauſes 
© and Stops will give the Hearer time to 
conceive and reflect on what you ſpeak, 
and more heartily to join with you; as 
« well as give you leave to Breathe, and 
make the Work more eaſy and pleafant 
to yourſelf, Beſides, when Perſons run 
on heedleſs with an inceſſant Flow of 
Words, being carried as it were in a vi- 
_ & olent Stream, without Reſts or Pauſes, 
© they are in Danger of uttering things 
* raſhly before God; giving no Time at 
© all to their own Meditation; but indulg- 
© ing their Tongue to run ſometimes too 
© faſt for their own Thoughts, as well as 
© for the Affections of ſuch: as are preſent 
with them. All this ariſes from the Hurry 
of the Tongue into the middle of a Sen- 
© tence, before the Mind has conceived 
the full and ee Senſe of it (g). — 

Avoid 


* 


. 


.6 


(e) Warr” Guide to 2 p. 93. 
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Avoid the Extremes of à too low and 
pt Voice, which ſome uſe, and u 
clamordus, ſtrong, noif/ Tone, which o- 
thers affect; as if they expected to be heard 


for theit loud ſpeaking; or as if the Devo- 


tion of the Heart conſiſted in a Strength 
of Lungs.” This is improperly called power- 
ful Praying, and will be very diſguſtful to 
many.——(3.) The Expreſſion. 'TIETE let 
the following Rules be obſerved. 

(1.) Let your Language be lein, but 
proper. Avoid all low, vulgar and ob- 
ſolete Phraſes, but affect not an elegant or 
rhetorical Style; much leſs an obſcure and 
myſtical one; for how can the Mind feel 
the Weight of that Sentiment it does not 
underſtand rennen We 

(2.) Scriptural Expreſfor ons, if happily 
choſen, are very ornamental in Prayer. _ 
It would be of excellent Uſe to improve 
us in the Gift of Prayer, if in our daily 
Reading of the Word of God, we did ob- 
« ſerve what Expreſſions were ſuited to the 
© ſeveral Parts of this Dut ” Adoration, 
« Confeſſion, Petition, or Fnkſgiving 


and let them be wronghr into our Ad. 


: * dreſſes to God that Day (i).'——And to 
F | be 


(% See Wilkin's on Prayer. p- 48. 
i) Watts's Guide te Prayer, p. 75. 
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98 The! Sede we" Paſtor. | 
be furniſhed with 2 Copia of ſcriptural. Ex- 


preſſions to be uſed in Prayer, read Hemp 
Method of Prayer, Biſhop, Wilkin's Diſcour/e 
on the Gift of Prayer, or Cloſet Devatient. 
But here let the two ſlowing Cautions 
be dards EM. jo. | POO ob Rs 
Let not your Prayer be all in Sqrip- 
5 Words. Some conceive à Prayer of 
nothing but Texts of Scripture tacked to- 
gether z which prevents the Mind from 
taking a proper Scope, and leaves no room 
for the Invention, or the Uterance, 1 pi 
ous Thoughts. 
2. Avoid the dark, myſtical Expreſſion: 
of Scripture ; which you have reaſon. to 
believe the greateſt Part of your Hearers 
do not comprehend the Senſe of. It 
we indulge the Uſe of ſuch dark Sen- 
tences in our ſpeaking to God, we might 
© as well pray in an unknown Tongue, 
© which was ſo. much diſapproved; of by 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv. 9. Let not the 
Pomp and, Sound of any hard Hebrew 
4 Names, or obſcure Phraſe in Scripture, 
allure us to be fond of them in ſocial 
Prayer, even though we ourſelves ſhould 


| know the ee of them, leſt we con- 
found 
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found the T „ * or F ellow-wor- 
* ſhippers (() 1. + | 

(3.)- Hf you have: not 10 Faculty of 
cloathing your own Ideas in proper and 
pertinent: Words, borrow the Phraſes and 
Expreſſions of others upon the ſame Sub- 
ject. Make a Collection of them from the 
beſt Authors, but remember to pick out 
thoſe which come neareſt to your own 
Phraſeology, or ſuch as you beſt approve, 
and would wiſh to have in readineſs when 
you are ſpeaking on that particular, Sub- 
ject. And when you are furniſhed with a 
Store of ſuch well-choſen Expreſſions, 
turn them into the Form of a Prayer, and 
commit them to Memory; which Expe- 
dient will not only facilitate your Expreſ- 
ſion, but give room for further Invention. 
——+ ?Tis uſual for young Students to be 
very careful in gathering Common- place 
Books: It would be a much greater Ad- 
vantage, if they were as diligent to col- 
lect under proper References any ſuch 

particular Matter, or Expreſſions in 
2 eee. Where with at any time 9 find 

| ERIE Fr Nn ge. i chem 


) Watts's Guide to Prayer. p. 76. 
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7 COPY. to de more eſpecially "affect- 


WK, Tis very proper and read te Hat 
your rayer after Sermon, be formed on 
the Subject you have been treating of; 
wherein you may go over all the Heads of 


your Diſcourſe, Bo touch upon łhe moſt 
important Sentiments, and repeat tlie moſt 
ſtriking Expreſſions in it. But as the 


Mind will be chen ſometimes fatigued, and 
the Powers exhauſted and unfit to be put on 
the new Labour of Invention, it may not 
be amiſs to pen down the ſhott concluding 
Prayer Verbatim, t6 be repeated Memoriter; 
but i c confining yourſelf either to the 
preciſe Expreſſions, or Method you had 


before conceived, if the Mind be able or 
difpoſed to enlarge. 


(5.) Avoid thoſe Phraſes and Modes of 


Expreſſion which you know to be obnox- 


ious or diſguſtful to your Hearers ; and 
prefer choſe that will give the leaſt Offence 
10 any Join ft or Denomination of Chniſti- 
ans. | N 

6. Throw your Prayer out of a Form 


as much as you can, he varying both Me- 
thod 


6 Wilkia's on Pr:yer P. 39. 
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thod and Phraſe, and by a freſh Supply of 
dentiments and Expreſſions; which will, 
be a great Help, both to your own De- 
votion, and theirs who Join mt you 1 in 
this Part of Worship. 

(7.) Let your Prayers, as well! as your 
Sermons, be rather too ſhort than too 
long. 
(8. AFoid 5s Bod Prayers, 15 « Some, 
«* Perſons who affect long. Prayers are, 
greatly ſaulty in this reſpect; they are 
ſpeaking to the People and teaching them. 
the Doctrines of Religion, and the Mind 
and Will of God, rather than ſpeaking 
to God the Deſires of their own Mind. 
They wander away from God to ſpeak 
to Men. But this is quite VL. to 
the Nature of Prayer (n). | 

(Laſtly) Be not too fond 5 a nice Uni- 
formity of Words, nor, of perpetual Di- 
verſity of Expreſſion in Prayer. We 
ſhould: ſeek indeed to be furniſhed with 
* a rich Variety of holy L.anguage, that 
our Prayers may always have ſomething 

new and ſomething entertaining in them; 

and not tie ourſelves to expreſs one thing 
F 3 , always 


* 


2 


% Watts's Guide to Prayer. p. 86. 
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always in one ſet of Words, leſt this 
© make us grow formal and dull; and in- 
different in thoſe Petitions; But on the 
© other Hand, if we are guilty of a perpe- 
C tual Affectation of new Words; which we 
© never before uſed, we ſhall ſometimes miſs 
© our own beſt and moſt ſpiritual Meaning, 
and many times be driven to great Im- 

propriety 6f Speech; and at beſt, our 
Prayers by this means will look like the 
Fruit of our Fancy, and Invention, and 
* the Labour of the Head, more than the 
$ of the Heart (n) . 

I ſhall conclude this Chapter with fee” 
general Directions how to attain 1 and | im- 
prove 1 this uſeful Gift. is 

(i.) Accuftom' yourſelf be to a Girton, 
devout and decent Diſcharge of this Duty 
every Day in prrvate; whereby a Readi · 
neſs of e ef 4 er vin * 
ſooher acquired- 

(2.) Spare 3 to gain ſo em 
a Talent; for *tis not to be had (eſpecially 
by ſome) without much Application; but 
tis worth it all: And there are few things 


on ien the Labour of one who is a Stu- 
dent 


(ny) Lem. p. 89. 
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dent for the ſacred Miniſtry can be more 


aſefully employed. | 
(3.) Often pray for this Gift of Prayer- 


4.) Endeavour to get your Spirit deep- 
ly impreſſed with the great Things of Re- 


ligion: and let thoſe Sentiments which 


moſt affected you in your moſt ſerious 


Frames, be wrought into your Prayers. 
(.) Maititaih a manly Preſence of Mind, 
and uſe all proper means to conquer that 
Baſhfulneſs and Timidity of Spirit which 
young Perſons are ſubject to, and is a great 


Hindrance to a decent Diſcharge of this 


Duty (o). 


(6) Take every Oppartunicy 15 can 
to hear others pray; and imitate them in 


every thing you obſerve to be decent, 
graceful and excellent. 


(Laſtiy.) Vary your concluding Doxo- 


logies. And that you may herein give no 
Offence to any, it may be proper to con- 


fine yourſelf to thoſe of Scripture, which | 


are very various, and ſuch as follow. 
Heb. xiit. 21. Through Teſus Chriſt, 
to whom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


2 4 Rom. 


(s) See Dr. Watts's Guide to Prayer. p. 110112. 
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Rom. xvi. 25, 25. New to bim tbat 
is of Power to fahl fo you. according” to the 
G pel ofe Jeſus Chriſt. To God only wiſe,” be 
Glory through Jeſus Chriſt fer ever. Amen. 

Nom. ix. 54—— Through . Jeſus Clrt 
ho is over all, Cad Bleſſed for ever. Amen. 

Gal. i. 4, 5. do gave himſelf for 
our Sins, that he might deliver us from this 
preſent evil World, according 40 the. Will of 
God and our. Father : . whom be 0 Jer 
ever and ever. Amen. * 

Epheſ. iii, 20, 21,—— New. unto. tim 
who is able to do exceeding. abundaniy above 
all that we aft or think, according, to the 
Het wer that worketh in us, unto him be G lory 
in the. Church by Chriſt Feſus throughout all 
Ages, W and without End. Amen. 

r Tim. i. 17.——New unto rbe King e- 
ternal, jmmergtal, invi f i/ble, the 6 by. wiſe 80% , 
be Honout and (le ory 755 or "ever. 8 2p Annen. 

1 Pet. iv. 105 —=27þ brouh 74% Chriſt | 
to whom be Praife 2 Demon Jer ever and 
ever. Amen. | 

2 Pet. iii. 18. 2 * our Lord * f 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to hs be. Glory buth 
mow and for ever. Amen. 

Jude ver. 24, 25. — Now unto him that 


ts able to keep us from falling, and to preſent us 
aulit 
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faultleſs before the Preſence of his' Glory "with 
exceeding Foy, to the only wiſe God our Sa 
viewr be Glory and Majeſty, Benin Gul. 
Power, both noto and ever. Amen. 

Rev. i. 5, 6.——<Uzto Nm tbo ae 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, 
and *hath made us Kings and Priefts 10 God 
even his Father : W 
nion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Rev. v. 13.——Bleſſmg and 1 and; 7 
Glory and Power be unto bim that fitteth upon ; 
the Throne, and unta the Lamb for ever and. 
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e nee” 


Eoncerning, the Auminiſtration of tb 
tis 8 arenen. 


. kW ; * 1 


I. 0 F Baptiſm. 
"ny 1 Miniſter ought to in» 


y « teu his People frequently in the Nature 
| " Baptiſm, that they may not go. 
> en it merely as a. Ceremony, as 
it is too viſible the greater Part do, 
but that they may conſider it as the de- 
dicating their Children to God, the of- 
fering them to Chriſt.z, and the holding 
© them thereafter as his; directing their 
chief Care about them to the breeding 
them up in the Nurture and Admoniti- 
© on of the Lord (p).'——TIn. the Admi- 
niſtration of this Ordinance *tis beſt to. 
keep to the original Inſtitution as your 
Rule and Guide. ——The moſt natural 
Method to be uſed in the n of it, 


ſeems to be this. 
(+) Recite 


1p) Burne's Paftoral Cart. p. 18g. 
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(I.) Recite the expreſs Words of the - 
Inſtieution. Mat. xxviii. 28. Then 
(2.) It would not be amiſs to fay 
ſomething in Vindication of thoſe two po- 
ſnive Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper; and to ſhew the 
Excellency of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
from its Simplicity, and that it is not en- 
cumbered with thoſe numerous external 
Ceremonies, which the Jewiſh N rw 
tion was. | 
(3.) Make a ſhort. Difſcourfeion the Or- 
dinance as a Sacrament of the Chriſtian 
Church; wherein you may offer ſome 
uſeful Remarks on the Practice of Infant- 
Baptiſm ; then add ſome proper Obſerva- 
tions relating to the Mode and Manner in 
which the Ordinance is to be celebrated; 
laying this down as an undiſputed, Princi- 
ple, that in the manner of performing di- 
vine Worſhip tis always beſt and ſafeſt 
to. keep cloſe to the divine Rule; ſo as 
neither to go beyond, nor fall ſhort of it; 
for in the former Caſe, we know not whe- 
ther human and arbitrary Additions will be 
approved of God; but this we ate ſure- of, 
he will never condemn us for not doing 


what he never commanded ; and therefore 
* 6 „r ch: 
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the Sign of the Croſs may be ſaſehyj omit- 
ted as no here: enjoined hy God chimſelf: 
and as to the latter! Cale, (i. ne. neglecting 
any Part of our Rule, or thoſe Inſtructions. 
he hath given us for the: Directory of our 
Worſhip] this muſt certainly be criminal, 
and derogatory to the Honour of the di- 
vine Iaſtitutor. But where the Circum- 
ſtance or Made of any religious Action is 
left undetermined in the Form and Words 
of the Inſtitution, that which is moſt de- 
cent and convenient. is to be preferred. 
Hence ſpłinkling or waſhing the Face of 
the baptized Perſon. gently with the Hand, 
is. to be preferred to plunging the Body all 
cover in Water; becauſe the former is more 
ſafe and decent, and the latter no where 
commanded as the ſtanding ain 
Mode of Baptiſing. RU ne 

(4.) Be more particular in 
the Nature, End and Deſign of this Ordi⸗ 
nance, and in opening the typical part of. 
of Sanctification, and the purifying Influ- 
ences; of the holy Spirit figured, by the 
Water in Baptiſm, and the Relation this 
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of Froſelytes, and to the Jewiſh Ordinance | 

of Circumciſion. 

(5.) Tou may then briefly open the 
Nature of the preſent Duty of the Parents; 
in giving up their Child to God, and what. 
is implied therein, viz. their Deſire that it 
ſnould be received into the Church of 
Chriſt, and brought up in the Chriſtian © 
Faith. And be very particular in your 
Addreſs to the Parents of the Infant which 
is to be baptized; preſſing upon them the 
Importance of their Charge, and the Care 
they are to take in the Education of their 
Child; eſpecially in reference to its ſpiritual 
and eternal Concerns. | But this may be 
either before, or after the ceremonial. part 
of the Ordinance is. performed. - | 

(6.) Proceed then to aſk a Bleſſing up- 
on the Ordinance; and pray for * . 
in particular. 
. (7.) Then take the ie and waſhing, 
it. gently with Water, . it in 4 
Name. of the, Father, and 
the Holy. Ghoſt... » 7908 IT * (ef 

Then (daſtiy,). (if the. Beese to 
the Parents doe not come in here, but 
was addreſſed to them, OWE: nee 

(ab 8 * | Dl 
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II. Of the Sacrament of we Lord's 
1pPper.. | 
1. Of the Method of pe Ws 
2. of taking in. Communicants. _ 


£ 


1. Of the Mathod: of per ante i 
The moſt regular Method ſeems to "_ 
this. (r.) Make a ſhort preparatory 
Difcourfe, tending to open the Nature and 
Defign of this Sacrament, and the Neceſ- 
ſity and Importance of its Intention; or to 
excite ſome devout Affections in the Minds 
of the Communicants, eſpecially relating 
to the Love of Chriſt, the Deſign of his 
Death and Sufferings, and the Neceſſity of 
a frequent Commemoration thereof in this 
ſacred Inſtitution. But let the Addreſs be 
very ſerious, and very ſolemn.— Then 

(2.) read diſtinctly the Words of the In- 
ſtitution.—— Then (3.) ſolemnly pray for 
the divine Bleſſing and Preſence; give 
Thanks to God for the Inſtitution of the 
viſible Symbols to affect your Mind, and 
aſſiſt your Faith; and earneſtly pray that 
the great End of this Sacred Solemnity 


may be viſibly anſwered in every one of 
the 
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the Communicants, and be manifeſted in 
their growing Love to the Redeemer, and 
more ſteady Attachment to his Goſpel, as | 
their only Rule of Faith and Life. 1 
Then (4.) break the ſacramental Bread, i 1 
and diſtribute it either perſonally, or by: 3 
the Hands of the Deacons. To aſcsiſt i 
the Devotion of the Communicants, *tis- 
the Cuſtom of ſome Miniſters to: pro- 
nounce- now and then fome ſerious and: 
weighty Sentences relative to- the Love and 
Sufferings of Chriſt, or the Benefits of his 
Death. But this is diſuſed by others un- 
der an © apprehenfion that inſtead of 
quickening the Devotion of our Fellow- 10 
worſhippers,” it may interrupt it, by di- 
verting the Courſe of their own Medita-- 
tions. (g.) After the Diſtribution of 
the Bread, make a. ſhort Prayer to beg the 
Continuance of the divine Prefence and 
Bleſsing, and that God would: gracioufly- 
forgive the Infirmities of our Worſhip ;. 
and give Thanks for the Element you are 
about to partake of, and pray that it may 
anſwer. the Deſign intended by it; which is 
all that Proteſtants mean by the Confecra-" 
tion of the Elements. —— But *ris the 
Cuſtom with ſome to Py for a Bleſsing 
BEET . ON 
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on both the Elements, in one ſingle Pray- 
of the Cup i in the | manner een. 
ed.——In ſome Churches tis the Cuſtom 
for the Miniſter to partake of. the Elements 
laſt :. And in others firſt ; pronouncing. 
with an audible Voice theſe, or ſome: ſuch. 
Words, In Obedience to.. Chriſt's Com- 
mand. and in Remembrance of him, I. 
take and eat this Bread, as the Memorial 
<© of his Body which was broken for Sin.“ 
And ſo in partaking of the Cup. I take 
© and drink. this Cup, &c. iter the 
Diſtribution of the Elements, the Miniſter 
ſometimes makes a ſhort. Exhortation to 
the People, relating to the Nature of their. 
ſacramental Obligations, and exhorting 
them to be faithful thereunto. After 
which a Collection is made for the Poor 
by. the Deacon from Pew to Pew, or at 
the Door when the Congregation breaks 
up. —(7.) Then follows a ſuitable Hymn 
or Pſalm.——(Laſtly,). Conclude with a 


ſhort Thankſgiving Prayer. In order 
to furniſh your Mind with ſuitable Matter 


for your- ſacramental Exhortations and 
e it is 3 to read ſome proper 
| * Apvotional 


41 * „ . oy 0 , , 
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devotional Treatiſe on this Ordinance, be- 
fore Few: enter on the ne of it. 
e 
2. The Method. of ama Commu-. |; 
nicants to the Lord's Table.—This is dif- 
ferent in different Churches. For Direc- 
tion in this Affair theſe 8 Rules may, 
be. of Service. EN 4 | 
(.) As every. particular Churgh: is 4 | ſe- | 
lect religious Society, every Member of it 
has a Right to be ſatisfied of the Character 
and Qualification of l Member 


from che 3 — of ſuch 
a: Society, and neceſſary, to preſerve. the 
Purity and;Niſcipline of the Church. 

(2. That the Qualifications required.in 


what. we have Plain Warrant from Seri. 
ture to demand, : and:ſuch as are neceſſary 
to preſerve Purity and Diſcipline: For- 
herein (as well as in other Parts of Chriſti- 
an Diſcipline and Church- Government) we 
are ſtrictly to adhere to Scripture as our 
Rule, ſo. far as it affords us any Direction 
in this Matter. And therefore to require 
that the ſpiritual Experiences of the Candi- 
date be publickly declared by himſelf, or 
read by another, in the Preſence of the 
Church, 
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Church, before he is ſuffered to Commu- 
nicate with them, (which is the Practice in 
ſome Proteſtant-Diſſenting Congregations) | 
is not only unneceſſary, but 'unwarrant- 
able, and often attended with very bad 
Effects; tis unneceſſary, becauſe tis found 
not to anſwer the End principally deſigned, 
the greater Purity of the Church; tis un- 
warrantable, becauſe we have no Shadow 
of a Precept or Precedent for it in Scrip- 
ture, or primitive Antiquity; and the bad 
Conſequences of it, are (1.) It bars the 
way to this Ordinance, diſcourages meek, 
humble and modeſt Perſons froin propofing- 
themfelves to the Communion, hilſt it 
is eaſily acceſsible to Men of bold, for- 
ward and confident Tempers. (2.) Tis 2 
Temptation to the Candidates to declare 
more tha they have really experienced, „ 
leaſt the Church ſhould reject them; or to 
defcribe- the animal Paſsions as divine In- 
fluences, and the Workings of the Imagi- 
nation as the Operations of the Spirit, 
which young and unexperienced Chriſtians. 
are too apt to do. (3.) It ſuppoſes and 
countenances ſome very miſtaken Princi- 
ples, vi. that none have a Right to this 
ane but thoſe whoſe Hearts are 
really 
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really converted; nor even they, till they 
are ſenſible of this, and are able to make 
others ſenſible of it, by deſcribing the 
Time, Means, Manner and Effects of that 
Converſion. (4. ) It attributes a Power to 
the Church which they have no Right to, 
viz. of judging the Hearts of others; and 
that by a very precarious Rule, vi. from 
what they ſay of themſelves... For if they 
judge by the general Character, Life and 
Converfation of the Candidate (which is a 
much better Rule) there is no Neceſſity 
for a publick Declaration of his Expe- 
rience. It likewiſe implies a Power in the 
Church of excluding from this: Ordinance 
all that cannot produce ſuch Evidence of 
their real Converſion as will ſatisfy every 
Member of the Church. Upon what 
Foundation ſo extraordinary a Claim is 
built, 'tis hard to ſay. (Laſtly.) This 
Practice tends to make the Members thus 
admitted, too careleſs and confident after 
their Admiſsion; for when they have 
the Teſtimony of the whole Church con- 
curring with their own ſtrong Imagination 
that they are true converted Chriſtians, 
and look upon the Sins they commit af- 


ter this 1 as the Weakneſſes of God's: 
Children, 
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Children, they are in great Danger of be- 
ing betrayed into a Halle and far Peace. 
Therefore (acl es 
(4:3 A creditable Profifion,” and un 

Re Character and "Converſation 
may be deemed as a neceſſary and ſufficient 

Qualification for the Holy Communion. 
This is neceſſary in order to keep up the 
Diſcipline, and preſerye., the Purity of the 
Church; and it is ſaſficient becauſe we do 
not find that our facred Rule requires any 
- Thing further. And | 
4. As ſoon as the LITE, of the 

Church are ſatisfied of this general Quali- 
fication. of the Candidate, they have no 
Right to refuſe their Allen to bis Admiſ- 
ſion. | . 

. ) Provided they. e this Satisf ac- 
tion, tis not material by what means they 
receive it. Sometimes the Elders of the 
Church are deputed to confer privately 
with the Candidate, and enquire into his 
Knowledge of the Deſign and Nature of 
this Ordinance; and whether his Views and 
Ends in deſiring to join in it be ſincere 
and right. Sometimes this is left en- 
tirely to the Miniſter, whoſe Buſineſs it 
more properly is; who if he be ſatisfied in 
thoſe Points e the Church of it at the 
next 
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next enſuing SACFament z, and. thereupon 
declares that if any of the Members pre- 
ſent do not ſignify to him (before the next 
Sacrament) any Objections againſt the Can- 
didates Admiſſion, he willthen{by their Con- 
ſent) be admitted to the Ordinance as a 
Member of that Church. In other 
Churches Members are admitted by the 
Miniſter only, without any Notice given 
to the Church *till the very Time of their 
Admiſſion; nor even then are they ap- 
prized of it any other way than by a few 
Petitions in the Miniſter's Prayer particu- 
larly in Behalf of the new. e Bm 
ber. „ 4. 

ed Right to expel irregular and wi 
Members: This is generally done at firſt 
by Suſpenſion; when the Miniſter intj- 
mates his Defire and that of the Church to 
the delinquent Member, that he would re- 
frain from coming to the Sacrament till 
he hears further from him; which is ge- 
nerally ſufficient without the Solemnity of 
a formal and publick Expulſion. 
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OY wy ſit fing the Sick.” 


\H 8 is 4 een and delicate 

: Office, and eſpecially in ſome Cir- 

cumſtances; and a different Method of 

Addreſs and Conduct is requiſite accord- 

ing to the different Characters of, the Per- 
ſons you viſit. + 

It will therefore be proper, 


I. To lay down ſome general Rules to 
be obſerved, in order to a right Execution 
of this part of your Duty. 


Il. To ſpecify ſome particular Caſes, 

I. To lay down ſome general Rules to 
be obſerved, in order to a \ right Execution 
of this part of your Duty. 

(1.) A previous Preparation for it is very 
| "proper by conſidering what kind of Ad- 
dreſs will be moſt neceſſary and ſuitable to 
the Perſon vou viſit. Tis . F 
ſerves) that Miniſters who take fo. * 
Pains to prepare for the Work of the Pul- 


Pit, ſhould generally take ſo little, to pre- 
pare 
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. pare fot this, which is one of the moſt 
difficult, and moſt important IE in the 
Miniſtry (9)... 

2 It would be adviſcable to have i in 
readineſs a good Store of Scripture-Ex- 
preſſions, adapted to the Support and 
Comfort of the afflicted ; which may be 
eaſily collected from the Comin Place- 
Book to the Bible ; and out of theſe, chuſe 
ſuch as are moſt applicable to the Caſe of 
your Friend. 

(3.) Adap yourſelf to his Taſte and Un- 
derſtanding, .as well as to the Circum- 
ſtances of his Caſe; by making ſuch Ob- 
ſervations, and uſing ſuch Expreſſions as 
you know are moſt familiar and agreeable 
to him: But take care to explain the 
Phraſes he makes uſe of, if you have rea- 
ſon to think he does not underſtand them. 

(4.) Let your deportment and Addreſs be 
very free, friendly, cloſe, tender and com- 


Taenet 1 TT. O 
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(9) FIN fonftion eſt auſſi une de celles: dont. on 
- '$'aquite le plus mal. La pluſpart des Miniſtres n'y 
aportent aucune preparation, Cependant, elle n'eſt 
pas moins difficile qu importante. On ſe prepare 
pour les Sermons, mais non pas pour voir les Ma- 
lades. 
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. Place, yourſelf in the Condition of 
5 Perſon before you; and conſider in 

hat manner you would wiſh a Miniſter 
'6f Friend to TOE to. yon. Ih, thoſe. El ir- 


inſtances. Ei, 


6. Whilſt you are rene, be ſure to be 


faithful 3 and have a reſpect to the Appro- 
bation of your Conſcience afterwards. Re- 
member that you are a Miniſter. of the 
Goſpel, and muſt not facrifice the Cauſe 


of Truth and Godlineſs to a be Shame or 


Tendernes. 

Laſtly. Let your Phaye r as che Sick 
Perſon be ſhort, but very Fans and ſo- 
lemn, and adapted as much as may be to 
the State of his Soul, and the Danger of 
his Diſeaſe. In all whith Offices there is 
great need of much Fiery, F a and 


Wiſdom (7). | Hagen ety 


H. Let us now conſider how à Mi- 
niſter ought to behave in his Viſitation of 
the Sick, under en e Ci cum- 
Kaden 4 3 75 W I 0 K. r a5 123-47) 
6 JOEL ore if 


e 
a 


0 — eee bbaf aver 
| gue remarguer, qu en ful trois fonftions aifrer' de Malade:. 
faut fondrer la Conſcience, leur dunner les Conftils, qui 
fa neceſeires,. er prier pour . Id. p. 190. 
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1. If you hive [reaſon to believe that 
the ufflicted Perſon you viſit is a real good 
Chriſtian, your Work will not be very 
difficult; it may be pleaſant and uſeful; 
and you may poſsibly receive more Ad- 
vantage from him, than he does from you. 
For 2 Chriſtian" s Graces are at ſuch a time 
commonly moſt lively, and the Tongue 
very faithful to the Sentiments of- the 
Heart; ſo that you will preſently ſee what 
it is that lies moſt upon his Mind, . And 
as your preſent Buſineſs will be to admi- 
niſter Conſolation and ſolve his Doubts, 
Your Topicks ' of Conſolation may be 
taken (1.) From his paſt Experience. Di- 
rect him to look back to the Goodneſs of 
God to him, and the ſenſible Experience 
he has had of the divine Love and Pre- 
ſence. Bid him think of what God has 
done for his Soul, and thence draw Da- 
vid's Concluſion, © Becauſe the Lord has 


© been my Help, &c.'——{(2.) Refer his 


Thoughts to the paternal Character. And 
bid him think of the Compaſsions of a 
Father to a weak and helpleſs Child. 


(3.) Open the inexhauſtible Stores of the 


divine Mercy in che Goſpel. (A.) In- 


ſiſt on the W of the Redeem- 


mer's 


2 
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AY 2 Fay Dit 
mer's Blabd— 5.) The genuine Marks 


of a true;Faith and: fincere Repetitance — 
(Laftly.) Endeavour to affect his Mind 
with a lively Apprehenſion of the Heaven- 
ly Glory, to which he will veer: 2 be 
received. = 

And as to his Doubts tell N (x. ) That 
he is not a proper Judge in his own- Caſe, 
under the preſent Weakneſs of his Powers; 
that the Lowneſs of his animal Spirits 


cauſes him to look too much upon the 


dark Side, and to ſee every thing through 


a wrong Medium; that he has no Reaſon 
to ſuſpect his Caſe to be worſe now than it 


was when he had better Hopes concerning 
it. 2.) That the beſt of Men have 
had their Doubrs ; that if it be the Sign 


of a weak Faith, *tis however the Sign of 


ſome true Faith. (g.) That *ris much 
ſafer to be doubtful than over confident.— 
(4.) That however variable be our Frame, 


God's regards for his own Children are un- 


changeable. —(5;.) Bid him examine his 
Doubts to the Bottom, and trace them up 


to the true Source; and perhaps they may 


appear to ariſe from the Ageney of Satan, 
who delights to diſturb the Tranquility of 


thoſe he cannot deſtroy.— (6. Aſk him, 
| if 
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if he has any Hopes? and Whether he 
would part with the little Hope he has, for 
the greateſt Treaſures on Earth? Bid him 
examine the Foundation of thoſe, Hopes, 
as well as that of his Fears; for he can 
never judge aright till he look on both 
Sides: And oftentimes a Chriſtian's weak 
Hope has a, better F oundation than his 

ſtrangeſt F cars. But 
2. Is the Character of the ſick Perſon 
you viſit doubtful ? your Buſineſs is more 
dificult, and Four Addreſs muſt be more 
cautious, | 

If there be no apparent-Danger of Death, 

(1.) Endeavour to give him juſt NeGons 
of a particular Providence; that though 
Men do not ſo often attend to it as they 
ought, yet moſt certain it is both from 
Scripture and Reaſon that whatever befalls 
every. individual Man on Earth is under 
the immediate Direction of Providence: 
And as to this Aſſliction in particular, per- 
ſwade him te regard and conſider it as the 
Hand of God. Then (a.) diſcourſe on 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in ſend- 
ing theſe occaſional Rebukes of his Provi- 
dence; which whatever we think are ſent 
for the beſt Ends. Afflictions are the Phy- N 
G 2 9 


mind the moſt remarkable Fra 
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purge it. (g.) Under this View of 


things preſs upon him the Exerciſe of Pa- 
tience, SubmifNor ard u total Reſignation 


to the Divine Will; and direct him to look 


upon the preſent Diſpenſarion (though 
grievous)! as ſent in Mercy to him, and as 
What may hereafter produce the moſt ex- 

nt Effects. (A.) Tell him that in 


the beſt of Men there are Sins and Follies 


ſufficient to juſtify the ſevereſt Diſpenſations 
of God's Providence; that many good 
Chriſtians have ſuffered worſe ; and what 
reaſon he has to be thankful that his Caſe 
is not more Calamitous. ——(5.) Remind 
him of the many Mercies mixed with the 
preſent Affliction. ——(6.) If it ſhould 
pleaſe God to reſtore him, exhort him faith- 
fully to concur with the Deſign cf this Vi- 
fitation, by his conſtantEndeavourte amend 
what his Conſcience now ſmites him for. 
But if there be apparent Symptoms of 


f approaching Death, exhort him (1. ) ſeri- 


bouſly to review his paſt Liſe, to call to 
ions 


of It, for which he | Mould! naw greatly 
hatebie his Soul before God, and ſincerely 
6 renew R that his 

| Repentance 
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Repentance may be ſincere and-unfejgned; 
(2.) Endeavour to make him ſenſible of 
the, Evil and Guilt of Sin, from it's con; 
teariety to the holy Nature of God, and 
the inevitable Ruin it expoſes the Soul un; 
to ( 3.) When he is thus Humble and 
Penitent, revive him with the Conſolations 
of the Goſpel; the amazing Compaſſion 
and Goodneſs of God to a World of Sin- 
ners in ſending his Son to redeem them by 
his Death; and the Merits of the Redeem- 
er's Sufferings, whoſe Blood eleanſes from 
all Sin. —— Then (4.) Open to him in a 
plain and eaſy manner the Goſpel- method 
of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, and the only 
Terms of Pardon there propoſed, viz, Re- 
pentance, Faith and a holy Lite: And tell 
him particularly that ſaving Faith in Chriſt 
does not conſiſt in a confident Perſwaſion 
that he died for him in particular, but in 
the lively Exerciſe of Love to him, a De- 
lire to ſerve and pleaſe him, and a humble 
Dependance on his Merits for Juſtification 
and Pardon. (g.) In a deep Self- ab- 
horrence for his Sins, and in ſuch a lively 
faith in Chriſt, adviſe him. to. call upon the 
Father of Mercies for Pardon through 
Jenn . his Son (6. ) Remind 50 
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Kettle bis Affairs in this World, as well as 


be can and then think no more of it for 


And (Laftly) Leave with him 


Fay” ſuitable Text of Scripture Rich you 
apprehend moſt applicable to the ſtate of 
| his Soul. But 


3. If the ſick Man you viſit has been 


8 notoriouſly wicked, and appears ignorant, 
inſenſible and hardned, your Buden then 
is the moſt difficult of all n 


To make any right Impreffion on weh a 


one, you muſt (1.) Pray to God beforehand 
that you may be enabled to ſay ſomething 
that is ſuitable to his Caſe which may be a 
means of awakening him to a proper Senfe of 


his Danger--And then (2. ) When you come 
into his Room, appear deeply affected with 


his Caſe, Let him ſee that you are more 
concern d for him, then he is for Himfelf; 


chat you are more ſenſible of his Danger 
then 5 e is of his awn——Then 3.) n or- 
der to bring him to a proper Senſe of his 
State and Danger, put 0 cloſe Queſti- 
obs to him relating to the holy andTighte- 
as Nature. of God; his infinite” hatred of 

in; the abſolute ipod of being Hhap- 

py hereafter, but in his Favour; the certain- 


of a future ud ment when God wy ren- 
ty ! & — 
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ann qecording to bis Works ; 
the unſpeakable Importance of the r 
being ſafe for Eternity Then (4. 9 Beg 
of him not to deceive himſelf with vain 
Hopes; but be willing to fee the Truth of 
his Caſe, as it is repreſented to him in the 
unerring Word of God, however dange- 
rous or dreadful it may appear to him; for 
whilſt he ſhuts his Eyes againſt the Dan- 
ger, there's no Poſſibility of eſcaping it (s.) 
5.) If his Diſtemper is like to be fa- 
tal, let him know it; and that all that can 
be done to eſcape everlaſting Miſery, muſt 
immediately be done; that there is as yet 
ſome Hope (though it be but ſmall): that 
this poſſibly may be done; that on this 
Moment depends his ſuture Condition for 
ever: And beg him not to loſe this laſt 
and only Caſt he has for: Eternity. 
66. If his Concience by this means he aa 
wakened: and you obſerve: ſome gemi 
Relentings of Heart, take that Qccafiom 
to aſſiſt its Workings, to inforce its Re« 
proofs and urge its Convictions, till o 
ſee ſomething like a true penitential Re- 
eee 24 ) Frey pray with | 


him, 


@ + Burnet's FE Gare, P. 195; H. 
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him, and for bim that God would con- 
tinue to: give him a juſt Senſe of his Sin 
and Danger, and that hit Grace and Spirit 
may carry on thoſe Convict ons till chey 
iſſue in a real Change of Hed rt. Then 
(8.) Take your Leave of him in a tender 
and affectionate Manner, not without giv- 
ing him ſome Hope that if che ſame ſenſi- 
ble and Penitent Frame continue, there 
may be Mercy in reſerve for him: But 
beg of him whilſt he has the\Uſe of his 
Reaſon not to omit any Op nity of 
crying mightily to God for Mercy through 
the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt his Son. 
9.) In your next Viſit (which ſhould: be 
ſoon after this) if you find him Penitent, 
exhort him to glorify:God' by making an 
ample Confeſsion of his Sins in private, 
with all their hainous ( Aggravations, and 
not to be afraid to ſee the worſt of him- 
ſelf; and if he has in any Matter injured 
er defrauded others, you muſt inſiſt upon 
it, as a Mark of true Repentance, that he 
immediately make Reſtitution or Satisfac- 

tion, if it be in his Power. — ( Laſtly.) If 
his penitential Sorrow till continue, and 


you ; have reaſon to believe him Sincere, 
you 


= 


N Student and Paſot. key 
you may begin to adminiſter the Conſola- 
tions, of the Goſpel, and addreſs him as 
you have been directed in the Caſa of the 
Perſon before : mentioned under the like 
men fo. Met) Has n 264 
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TERE it wh be proper. is: 4 

down ſome general Rules to be ob- 

0 ſerved-at all Times. And 2. ſome par- 
ticular. Rules applicable to ne 

Þ Occaſions. 1 54 

| 1. To lay down: ſome general Rules 

| a rev Times. 

- Previous. to theſe I would defies: you. 
to obſerve theſe two things. (I.) Arm 
yourſelf with: Reſolution, and prepare to 
meet with Difficulties and Contempt. The 
1 nature of your Office implies the Firſt, and 
1 all the Dignity of it will not ſecure you. 
5 from the Laſt. But if you behave pru- 
dently and faithfully in it, -you will meer 
with Contempt from none but thoſe who 
deſerve it, and whoſe Eſteem would be no 
Honour. (.) Study the true Nature of 
Chriſtian Humility: And let. your Mind 
be cloathed with it as it's greateſt Orna- 
ment. But diſtinguiſh between that daſ- 
_—_ 


a my 
— ww —_—_—_—_— J—r we oo 4 


— ————— which 
makes yon mm to daa in che Face, 
and ſpeak an the Preſence of ydur Superiors, 
(and may tempt you to an abject Compli- 
ance with all their Humours,) and that 
Humility which atiſas from a reverepge, of. 
God, a Conſoiouſneſs of your own Defects, 
the difficulty of your Work, and the know- 
ledge - of your Character 44); This will. 
teach you to bear Contempt with Digniey, 
and Applauſe with Decency; the latter per- 
haps you will find not. leſs difficult chan 
the former. Let the knowledge of your 
ſelf be your Guard againſt that vanity 5. of. 
Mind which will be apt to ſteal into it 
when you hear the Approbations or Com- 
mendations of Men. (x. )-— Thus, arm*d 
with Reſolution ee — 2 oe. 
nee — 8 

0 To 


jo 9 . 1 faeris Literi Ale, pike 
uperbia ; ; ed eff Hurilitazis Ku. gud mihil eſt. d 
| 8 ; C4 et 4 -x-tore genus, ub ; mhil Iæudabilius 
Fraſm. Eecſeſ. p. 191. 

(4) Net Ae Ae imſira populi judictia, au ver- 
fus malitiam atiam pi dicta. ca umniantium, adverſus 
Souultates illorum gui bus ab .uitam corruptam inviſa oft 
Veritas, ſed etiam adverſus acclamationes, & applauſys 
im lulu ache} Babere Jolidum e, 


Jpiritum, Id. P · 20. 


1 ee me wee and. dangerous' Tempra- 


132 ND Student and Baker 
11% Tobe faichfuloco God and Con- 
ſcience; and take: Care that nothing betray 
you into ſuch à Hehaviour upon any Oc- 
caſion, for which your own! Mind Will 
reptoach yon in Secret. Andd a ſteady re- 
gard to this Rule will lead you to decline 


time ibn * NU H /f 
eee Condat to all be inoffin- 
five, beneficent and obliging. Make it 
your Practice, and it will be your Pleaſure, 
to do ſome kind Office to every one to 
whom you have a/power' and opportunity 
of doing it with Prudence. And let the 
r Titus s Rule of Conduct be yours, 
not to let one Day paſs, if poſſible, without 
doing ſome good to one Perſon or other. 
13.) Viſit your People in a kind and 
friendly manner, as often as it ſuits with 
your Convenience and theirs. This is the 
Buſineſs of the Afternoon. For the whole 
Morning, and as much Time as you cam re- 

deem at Night, ſnould be devoted to ſtudy. 
Where your Viſits are moſt pleaſant and 
profitable, and moſt expected and defired, 
pay em moſt frequently. But where there 
is ay proſpect of doing good 10 an) in 
Tm n there you -ſhould ſometimes 
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pay your Viſus, tho! it be to the pooreſt. 
Perſons; and eſpecially when they are in 
Trouble. And in all your Viſits take ſome 
Opportunity of making moral Remarks, 
or dropping ſome uſeſul Inſtructions, r 
leaving ſome good Rule, or religious Ob- 
ſervation for their Benefit. But this muſb 
be done not with a majeſterial Authority, 
or miniſterial Air, but with all the Free - 
dom and caſe; imaginable, -en-paſſant, and 
when it ks naturally out of gk 
of the Converſation. // 

(A.] Throw off all AﬀeQation, Dinan 
Stiffneſs, moroſe Conceit,, Reſerve, and 
Self-ſatkciency. Let your Ambition be to be 
diſtinguiſh d by nothing but real Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom and Benevolence. And be cour- 
teous, free, , affable, Open, 
unreſery d and friendly to al, But amidſt 
all your Freedoms, forget nat the Gignity 
and decorum of your Character. () 

(5 · Circumſpectly avoid every ching cine 
1 e aun ner n 79 — 


Ei en bo le man- 
25 127 kJ 2575 2 755 | 
fit effe familiarem, modeflion & Comenr rig Jabiers ut 
Ann fariat Gauen, 90 

'Idem. p. 266 


— or Conduct, tho“ it be in 
matters of indifference. Lou may pofibly 
in point of Pidenty de oblig d- t give 
them Offence in ſortie important Things; 
in all others therefore you ſhould endea - 
vdr to conciliate their Eſteem and Reſpect. 
It ſhews much Weakneſd and little Pru- 
dence and Candlor to be obſtinate and tena- 
nacious of little things, whether Modes, 
Cuſtoms, or Phraſes which arte offenſive 
to others. Tis not walking charitably, 
nor following the Things that” make for 
Peace; and is a violation of the Apoſtle's. 
Rule of becoming all things btn — | 
But ſee that —— 
do not tranſgrefs the favs of Sincerity. 
(6.) Above all, tet your Character be a fair 
_ Eopy of the Virtues you Preach; and let 
the documents of the Pulpit be exempli- 
fied in the conduct of your Life. A Mi- 
niſter ſhould abſtain from the a 
of Evil; not only from things criminal, 
but from thoſe Which may be interpreted 
to his diſhonour, and reported to his diſad- 
- (=) Qui dum omnibus: e accommdat,' tam warius of, 
ut interdum _ Videatur Ali . maxim 
conflet undifus. Id. P. 35. 
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vantage (a). Vide etiem ſupra ch. 2. ad 
_ SAC THAGS CNN 4 
(Laſtly.) be mach inPrayer for Wiſdom, 
Prudence and Capacity equal to 
your: Work: and Difficulties... This vou. 
will find as neceſſary as your moſt impor- 
tant Studies. But take care that your pri- 
vate Tranſactians with God, be very ſeri- 
aus, ſolemn and ſincere; and let your E- 
. so along wich * 99 


2. To W ſome pirtieatae! Rules: 
applicable Pon extraordinary” — 


— eee 
generis, t guanguan abfint d crimine, tamen (quonian - 


pre e ferunt malam ſpeciem, non ab int d criminis fal- 
Picione... Ab. his quoque circumſpect cavendum eff Eccle- - 
un per Je non crimina ſent, amen maligne 
tracbent mall hien. — Hz 


(5 e 


ftenuum autem non oſcitanter, ſed aſſiduis ſimu & arden- 


tibus precibus, nec modo i, poftulandum ft, ut dur, 


Jed bonis etiam operibus ambiendurn, — 
uetur, et. indies augeſcat. Id. p., 2a. „ 
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(..) What is a right Conduct towards 
thoſe from whom you have received Abuſe, 
Contempt, or juſt Cauſe of Offener 

(i.) Your firſt Care muſt be to guard 
your Paſſions. Keep your Temper, and 
baniſh all vindictive Reſentments. If poſ- 
ſible never think ef it; but be ſure not 
but chaff and corrode the Mind to no pur- 
poſe. Be fatisfied with a conſciouſneſs of 
your Innocence, and conſider the injurious 
Perſon as an Object of your Pity rather 
than n. (2. As you muſt endea- 
only ceaſe to think, but forbear to alk. of 
it, unleſs it be with an intimate Friend to 
ak his Advice. (g.) Lou may laufully 
decline che Company of the Perſon who 
has thus injured you, and break off a fa- 
miliar Commerce with him, as vou can- 
not look upon him as your Friend. But 
take every Opportunity of doing him good 
firſt opportunity and overture of re- eſtab- 
liſhing a good Underſtanding and renew- 
ing your former Amity. And — 
all Caſes of this Nature, let it be remem- 


* that the Miſconduct of chere walt 
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138 Thy Student and Paſtor. 
ly aimed at, which they will not fail to re- 
ſent ( 3.) Treat them with the utmoſt 
marks of Freedom, Tenderneſs and Friend- 
fhip, to convince them that your ſenti- 
ments of Doctrine (tho' oppoſite to theirs) 
create in you no diſaffection to them; how- 
ever theirs may render them diſaffected to 
you———{(4.) Endeavour to make them ſen- 
ſible of the much greater Importance of 
thoſe things in which you agree with them; 
ſciences: and when they once come to feel 
the Weight and Force of theſe, they will 
gradually abate of their Zea for ſer 
things. And-this is the only (at leaft+ the 
beſt and ſafeſt) way to convince them — 
- theſe things on which they have miſplaced 
their Zeal are to be reckoned amongſt the 
minuti of Divinity; for nothing is more 
natural and common, than for che Mind to 
raiſe the importance of a Subject, in pro- 
Portion to the Zealit expreſſes for it. Qther- 
wiſe ix would lye under the conſtant Self- 
reproach of being governed by a blind ir- 
-regular Zeal. And as their Zeal for any 
particular Doctrine has: fixed the Impor- 
tance of it, before their Underſtanding 
has preciſely weighed it, to go about to 

v4 argue 
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argue againſt that Importance would be to 
argue againſt their Zeal, i. e their Paſsions; 
which is a very unequal Encounter, and al- 
together vain (g.) Take Occaſion often 
to expoſe the Effects of Bigotry in other 
Inſtances to their View, whereby they may 
poſsibly become ſenſible of their own. But 
let the Inſtances be ſo diſtant, (or if near 
fo artfully inſinuated) that they may not be 
ſenfible of your Deſign 6.) Come as 
near to their Sentiments as you poſsibly can, 
(when your Subject leads you that way) 
and ſhew them the plain Reaſon why you 
cannot come hearer(Laſtiy) Refer all 
to plain Scripture, and reſolue to adhere to 
that, both for the confirmation of Doc- 
by removing their miſtaken ſenſe of Serip- 
ture, open to them the firſt r 3 the 

b they have imbibed. - gu 
130% What is a —— 
thoſe that are inchned to Infidelity! 
(4.) As cheſe are but Bigots of another 
Rank, they muſt be treated with the ſame 
Tenderneſs, Caution and Prudemee. The 
latitudinarian and narrom Bigot: will be 
equally enflamed by a violent Oppoſiti- 
on; for they both lay an equal Claim 
to 
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to ſuperior Wiſdom and taverly de- 
mand (what if you would keep them in 
Humour you mult not be backward t. 

pay) ſome Compliment to their d. Un- 
dexſtanding But (2) as theſe are the 
great Champions of Reaſon, and will ad- 
mit of no other Weapon in the Hand 
pert at that, and inſiſt upon it that your Ad- 
verſary uſes no other; i. e. that ke do not 
put you off with Sophiſtry, Paralogiſm, II- 
luſion, Equivocation, Ridicule, Buffoonery, 

Clamour, Confidence, Paſſion, or Gri- 
mace, inſtead of ſolid Argument and plain 
Reaſon. Keep« him to his Point. Ad- 
mit nothing but what you underſtand ; 
and nothing but what he underſtands him- 
ſelf : And take care he do not entangle 
you in a Wood of Words, or blind your 
Eyes. with Duſt, or prevent your ſeeing 
diſtinctly the Point in Hand by holding a 
Cloud before it; or lead you from it by di- 
verting to another Subject, when he is 
pinched and piqued by an Argum 


ent he 
cannot anſwer. (g.) If your Adverſary 
be a Perſon of Senſe, Learning and Inge- 
nuity, the moſt effectual Method to draw 
bim to your Opinion, is by a ſtrong Ap- 
U : peal 
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peal to thoſe good Qualities, whereby he 
will convince himſelf, —{ 4.) If his Self- 
conceit be unſufferable, and his Ignorance 
ridiculous, it may not be amiſs ſometimes 
to mortify the former by expoſing the lat- 
gard and Eſteem for natural Religion be 
ſincere, tha: will engage him to think fa- 
vourably of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, which 
has refined and exalted Morality to it's ut- 
moſt Perfection, that there is no honeſt 
Deiſt but (whatever he believes) would 
heartily wiſh Chriſtianity to be true... 
(Laſtly.) If you obſerve him capable of 
ſerious Impreſsions, urge him to conſider 
ſeriouſly the dreadful Riſque he runs whilſt 
he pawns his immortal Soul upon it that 
Chriſtianity is an Impoſture; and how un- 
avoidable his Ruin, whilſt he continues 
wilfully to neglect it: Becauſe if Chriſti- 
anity be true, the Sentence of Condemna- 
tion denounced againſt him (by the great 
Author of it) for reſolving not to believe 
it, muſt be alſo true. Vid. John iii. 36. 
(. 4.) How ſhould we conduct ourſelves 
as faithful and judicious Miniſters towards 
melancholy, dejected and doubting Chriſti- 
ans. As this is a frequent Caſe and often 
attended 


- 
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; Ni nia Original of this melancho- 


ther it ariſes from bodily Diſorder; world- 
ly Loſſes and Afflictions; ſome grievous 
Sin committed; or from an exceſsive Ap- 
Frehenſiveneſs and Timidity of Spirit. 
Perhaps the Perſon himſelf may impute 
it to none of theſe, but either to the di- 
vine Deſertion, or the Buffetings of Satan. 


But theſe muſt carefully be diſtinguiſned 


and explained, becauſe they are frequently 
miſtaken; and then according to the true 
Source of their ſpiritual Trouble muſt be 
your Advice and Addreſs to them. 

If you have reaſon to believe that the 
troubled State of their Mind is owing prin- 
cipally to a bodily Diſorder, -or ſome. ob- 
ſtruction, or Dyſcracy of the animal Fluids, 
you ſhould recommend to them a Phyſician, 
or preſcribe them Phyſick, the cold Bath, 
conſtant Employment or Exerciſe in * 


Air avi As 7885 
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. The TI Part of thoſe that think they art trou- 
Bed in Mind, are melancholy hypoconariacal People, who, 


It their Sorrow or ſettled) Melancholy of 
Mind be the Effect of ſome worldly Loſſes 
and Afflictions, you muſt endeavour all 
you can to alleviate it, by ſhewing them 
how many ways God can (if he pleaſes) 
make up to them the Loſs they have ſuſ- 
tained; how many wiſe and kind Ends 
may be anſwered by it; that the Scenes 
of Life are variable: After Night comes 
the Day. Beſeech them to put their Hope 
and Pruſt'in God as a gracious and in- 
dulgent Father; and urge every Topick 
of Conſolation proper to be uſed in a 
time of worldly Adverſity. | 

If the diſconſolate State of their Mind 
be the Effect of a melancholly Conſti- 
tution; the Caſe is ſtill more difficult, 
and belongs rather to the Phyſician's De- 
partment than that of the Miniſter. The 
latter can have but ſmall Hope of ad- 
miniſtring any proper Relief, becauſe the 


1 is not viſa e of reaſoning or 
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through a Foulneſs of Blood, occaſioned by their unactiue 
Courſe of Life, in which their Minds work too much, be- 
cauſe their Bodies are too little employed, fall into dark and 
cloudy Apprebonſions; of which they can give no. clear nor 
good Account, Burnet's Paſt. Care. p. 199, 
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Graces. the Ede promiſes. of. the Goſ- 


thinking; juſtliy, and there is ſomething 
within him that obſtructs the Avenues 


to his Heart; which muſt farſt be remoy- 


ed before Comfort can find its Way to 
it. All that can be done in this Caſe, 
is to perſwade him if you can (of what 
he will find it very hard to believe) that 
he ſees every thing in a wrong Light, 
and is not at preſent a competent Judge 
in his own Caſe; and therefore ought not 
to believe his Thoughts. Aſk him if 
he never judged more favourably of his 
ſpiritual State heretofore than he does 


now; and whether he was not a more 


capable Judge of his Calls bene, Wark he 
is now. 

Ik the Trouble of his Mind a fo 
the Reproaches of Conſcience for ſome 


grievous Sin committed, your Way is 


then more direct and plain. If you have 
reaſon to believe that this Sorrow of 


Heart is the Effect of a true penitential 
Remorſe, you are then to lay before him 
every proper Topick of Conſolation the 
'Goſpel admits, vix. the Riches of the di- 


vine Mercy, the Merits of the Bload of 
Chriſt, the extent and efficacy of free 


pel, 
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and the Examples of God's Mercy 
and wonderful Compaſſion to humble Pe- 
nitents; and conclude all with an earneſt 
Exhortation to truſt his Soul in the 
Hands of Chriſt, and to rely on the Mer- 
cy of God in the way of a ſteady con- 
ſcientious Obedience. 

If it ariſe from an exceſſive apprehen- 
ſiveneſs and timidity of Spirit, and you 
have Cauſe to believe the Perſon's State 
is much better than he fears, you are 
then to fortify and encourage his Heart 
by referring him to his own paſt Ex- 
perience of what God has done for his- 
Soul; the various Tokens of his Favour 
to him in the former Scenes of Life, 
and in the ſeveral methods of his Grace 
and Providence. Urge upon him the ex- 
erciſe of a lively Faith encouraged by 
the Grace of the Goſpel; and convince 
him that it is no leſs wrong and pre- 
judicial for a Perſon to think too ill than 
to think too well of hintſelf: that as he 
is in no danger at all of the latter, ad- 
viſe him for the Honour of God, the 
Credit of Religion, and his own Peace 
and Comfort, to guard againſt the for- 
mer, where his greateſt Danger lies. Again 

| | H If 
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If the melancholy and dejected Soul have 


a -pious turn, and imputes his preſent 
Darkneſs to what he calls divine Dere- 


liction, or the hidings of God's Face, 


explain that Affair to him; and tell him 


that his want of that ſpirituat Joy and 
Comfort he once found in his Soul may 
be owing to other Cauſes ; the preſent 


low ſtate of his Spirits, a Piſtempera- 
ture of the animal Frame, the Influence 


of external Objects and Accidents, or a 
Concurrence of all theſe: that nothing is 


more variable than the Frame of the hu- 


man Mind, that we are not to think that 
God's Regards to his on Children va- 
ry with that; this is a great Miſtake, 


and a Miſtake that is greatly diſhonou- 


rable to him; that whilſt he ſees them 


upright, ſincere, humble, obedient and de- 


pendant, his Regards to them are always 
the fame, whatever they may think of 
him ; that God never hides his Face from 
his People till they withdraw their Hearts 
from him; that unleſs they forſake him 
he will never depart from them; that the 
Hidings ' of God's Colintenanice (hrhich* the 
Pſalmiſt ſo often complains of ) general - 
* if not always * to the external Diſ- 

penſations 


— pod — had a. 
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penſations of God x or outward providen- 
tial Afflictions, not inward fpiritual De- 


ſertions; when the Diſtreſs of his Circum 


ſtances was fo great that God might ſeem 
to have forgotten and forſaken him, and 


his Enemies might be ny to Bu that 


Conſtruction upon it. | 
Laftly, If the Perſon imputes the Trou- 


bie of his Mind to the buffetings of Sa- 


tan, explain that Affair to him. Let 
him know that tho* in ſome Caſes that 
evil Spirit may have an Agency im cre- 
ating ſome ſpiritual Troubles, yet he has 
no more Power over the Mind than what 
it pleaſes God to give him: that his In- 
fluence (be it what it will) is controuled 
and limited: that the moſt he can do is 
to ſuggeſt ſinful and troubleſome Thoughts, 
which we may and ought to repel: 
that the Holy Spirit has a Counter-a- 
gency to infpire good and holy Affecti- 
ons: that by indulging to exceſſive Grief 


and gloomy Apprehenſions, we give the 


Devil an Advantage over us, and even 
envite his Temptations: and finally We 
ought to take ſpecial Care to diſtinguiſſi 
between the Agency of Satan and the 
nn of natural Cauſes; and not im- 


H 3 pute 
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pute as things, to the Devil, which are 
_ owing to our own Folly and Weakneſs, 
or are che phyſical Effects of 125 


Obie ? 


81 What | is a ae Candi eras 
the licentious and prophane ? - * 

+ (r.). Whilſt you behave towards them 
with Civility and Diſcretion, it will be 
adviſeable to decline a particular Inter. 
courſe with them. A Miniſter's Behavi- 
our towards Men ſhould in a good De- 
gree be regulated by their moral Cha- 
raters (2.) In Caſe they ſeek your 

more intimate F riendſhip by kind and 
benevolent Offices, ſo that Gratitude 
and good Manners will not permit you 
to forbear your Viſits, you will then have 

4a 4 fair Opportunity of inſinuating ſome 
neceſſary and gentle Admonitions; either 
by way, of. Story, Simile, Repartee, Rail 
lexy, r Reproof ſuitable to the. Subject 
of the Niſcourſe ox the Temper they may 
bein: which Life it take effect) will pre- 
pare/ Tour. MWaꝶ. for a more free and cloſe 
Remonſtrancen (3.0) Always open a 
Way to the Heart on that ſide where 


vou find the eaſieſt Acceſs, Some are 
moſt 
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moſt touched with a Senſe of Honour, 
and a Regard to their Reputation; others 
with a View to their Intereſt; others 
muſt be allured by an eaſy, gentle, ra- 
tional Addreſs; and others will yield to 
nothing but cloſe and warm Reproof: 
But take particular Care to knov the rul- 
ing Paſſion of the Perſon you addrefs, 
and, if poſſible, to bring that over to your 
fide —— (4.) Beg of them to erect their 
Hopes, and extend their Views as Ra- 
tional Beings deſigned for an immortal 
Exiſtence, and not forget their Connexion 
with another World; for to provide on- 
ly for the preſent, and live from Land 
to Mouth, is to act far beiow the Dig- 
nity and Deſign of human Nature 
(5. If they have any Taſte for Read- 
ing, put into their Hands ſuch Books as 
are moſt ſuited to their Capacity, Taſte 
and Character (Laſtly.) you ſhould 
frequently addreſs them from the Pul- 
pit: But your publick Addreſs. (while 
it is ſtrong and animated) muſt be ge- 
neral, and have nothing in it that is 


diſtinguiſhing or appropriative; that the 


Audience may have no Room to think 


that any one Perſon is particularly in- 


= tended 


* 
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tended in the Animadverſion; for cho 
they will bear to be preached zo, - er 
no Men loves to be e tat | 


100 How are we to bee towards 

[the groſly ignorant and careleſs?  _ 

_  (r..) Endeavour to Rouſe them to 2 
Senfe of Religion and their Dependence 
on God, by a ſeaſonable improvement of 
Tome awakening Providences, e. g. their 

_ own Sickneſs, or worldly Diſappointments ; 
the death of a' Friend, or ſome publick 

' Calamity — (2.) Repreſent to them the 

moſt important and affecting Subjects of 

Religion, in the ſtrongeſt Light and 
plalneſt Language: e. g. the ſhortneſs of 

Time; the awfulneſs of Eternity; the 

certainty and near approach of Death; 
and the Terrors of the final Judgment — 

(3.) If you find that your Converſation is 

agreeable. to them, frequently viſit them 

in a free and friendly Manner; and 
take Cate that there! be nothiſg dog- 
matical or authoritative in the Acvice 
you give them: but let all appear to pro- 
ceed from a compaſſionate Concern you 
have for the Intereſt of their Souls 

(4) AS "they are dm e 

| ſtanding 
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ſtanding, they muſt be dealt with as ſuch: 
put the plaineſt and moſt affecting 
Books into their Hands; and take Care 
you do not feed them with ſtrong 
Meat, when they ſtand in need of Milk 
(5.) It will not be amiſs in ſome part ef 


your Sermon ſ(eſpecially in the Appli- 


cation) to adapt yourſelf in particular 
to their Capacity and Condition, chat they 
may not only underſtand but feel what 
you ſay; for theſe ſort of Hearers (both 
amongſt the high and low) perhaps make 
2 much larger part of our Audience than 
we imagine, et | 


62 What i a proper Behaviour tow- 
ards thoſe who are ſuperiour to us in 
Rank and Fortune? 

61.) Readily pay them the Reipect 
due to their Diſtinction and Character. 
If their Temper and Conduct be not al- 
together, ſuch, as you could wiſh, yet 
that will, not excuſe you frm a civil. 
decent and obliging Behaviour towargs 
them. You muſt remember your Duty 
to others, however they may be defici- 


ent in theirs to you. But if they treat 


you with Kindneſs, Friendſhip and Aﬀec- 
| HB: 4 


tion 
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tion, they claim your Gratitude; Honour 
and Efteem ; which will prompt your En- 
deavours to oblige" and ſerve them every 
way you can—— Bur (2. ) be free, open, 
converſable and diſcreetly unreſerved be- 
Abſence of Mind, Diſtance of 
Beleaviode, Formality of Addreſs; Stiffneſs 
of —— 9 — Silence is always 
ungenteel an guſtful; and eſpecially in 
Preſence of Superiors 3.) Preſerve 
Generoſity and Manlineſs of Temper 
2 Addreſs; and ſhew nothing of a 

mean, low, timid, fervile Spirit; 

not only diſhonourable to your own _—_ 
racter, but infers a bad Compliment on 
"theirs. They are not Tyrants; nor if 
they were, muſt. you ſubmit” to be their 
Slaves. And remember that if they are 
ſenſibje and genteel, wiſe and good, they 
will conſider their Superiority to you in 
one Reſpect, as balanced by that of yours 
to them, in another; theirs may be moſt 
- ſhewy, but perhaps yours may be , moſt 
valuable —— (4.) Forget not the 'Dig- 
nity and Decorum of your” Character. 
There is ſomething you owe to that as 
well as to the Diſtinction and Opulence 
of your Friends. And while this is your 
Guard againſt incidental Levities and a 
Com- 
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Compliance with ſinful Cuſtoms, tis by 


ſomething (comformable to the Duty of 


.your poor Neighbours ; whoſe Diſtreſſes 
may be better known to you, chan they. are 


133 


na means inconſiſtent with pure Wit, in- 


nocent Humour, and ſeaſonable Chear- 
fulneſs: which if attended with good Senſe 


and an obliging natural Behaviour, will 
be no leſs agreeable in the Company of 


your Superiors, than in that of your E- 
quals — (53. Do and ſay all the obliging 


and agreeable things you can, conſiſtent 


with Truth and Conſcience and the Ho- 
nour of your Function. And then (6.) 


Take every Opportunity of inſinuating 


your Office) which may be ſerviceable 


to their - ſpiritual — and helpful 
to their moral Character 
Make a prudent and ſeaſonable Uſe of 


a 
your Intereſt in them, for the Relief of 


to them, 4 


ory ge ps % IA en 
e 
(0) What is the pro . ber 


4 Miniſter towards the | poor of his 2 
| gregation? ö — 


_This muſt be regulated by ha? mo- - 


ral Charatfer, (1 1.) It their Character be 


immoral 


WS = 
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immoral or profane, as they will not be 
very fond of your Company, they Will 
take no Offence if you forbear to Viſit 
them; but they ſhould not be wholly 
neglected. Genteel, kind and candid Re- 
Proof prudentiy and ſeaſonably given, 
may have a good Effett when . come 
to teftect upon it coolly: and a Teaſona- 
ble Reficf to chem in their Diſtreſs will 
add Weight to your Admonitions, and 
will give them wech Impreſſions of your 
Charity, as will better diſpoſe them to 
"receive your Inſtructions— But C2.) 
if they be ſerious and well inclined, and 
you find yourſelf agreeable to them, you 
| ſhould frequently call upon them; and 
5 tho? your Viſits be ſhort, they ſhould 
be free, friendly, © condeſcending - and 
coutteous ; and always leave with them 
Tome ſpiritual, moral, or feligious Inſtruc- 
tion, ſuited to their Taſte, Underſtand- 
ing and Circumſtances. Be ready to 
adviſe and help them in every thing 
you can. If you "fee a good Heart 
at Bottom, and eſpecially a humble Spi- 
rit, make the greateſt allowance for their 
urn Prepoſſeſſion, or Infelicity of 
Temper! 
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Temper : and when there is need of Re- 
proof let it be preceeded by the fincet- 
eſt Expreſſions of Love, and by real Acts 
of Friendſhip. If they are willing to open 
the ſtate of their Souls to you, attend to 
it with Patience and Care, that you may 
adminiſter the maſt ſuitable Advice and 
Comfort Have a particular Regard 
to their Capacity in your publick Exhor- 
tations. To the Poor the Goſpel is preach- 
ed. And as theſe ſometimes make up- 
the bulk of a Congregation, | and their 
Souls ftand as much in need of ſpiritu- 
al Nouriſhment, as thoſe of greater Kr Know- 
ledge and Comprehenſion, they be 
1 fed with Food convenient for 


(Laſtly. ) In what manner NO or 2 M. 
niſter to behave towards thoſe who have 
fallen into notorious Sins ? 

This muſt be regulated by the Diſpoſi- 
tion, Character and Temper of the Of- 
fender. The Senſible and Penitent muſt 
be treated one way, the Obſtinate and 
impenitent another. The following Me- 
thod in general will perhaps be found 


to be the moſt prudent and effectual. 
(1.) Pre- 


Ty "the 3 op — 
(r.) Previous to all Reproof ſhould 
: be a circumſtantial Knowledge of the 
Fact you reprove. (2.) Be ſure that it 
be criminal or indiſcreet, and that the 


' Perſon guilty, is or ought to be ſenfi- 


ble of it: for if you reprove him for 
what he is not guilty of, or what he is 
not ſenſible there is any harm in, he will 
probably retort upon you the charge of 
Cenſoriouſneſs. If there be guilt and in- 
diſcretion in his Conduct, and he not 
ſenſible of it, your Buſineſs then is to con- 
vince him of it; and how much Injury 
he may do his Character by inadvertent- 
ly allowing thoſe things as fit and in- 
nocent, which. are not ſo in him, And 
let your Arguments in proof of the 
Guilt be taken from the circumſtances 
of the Fact; the Character and Relation 
he bears in Life; the Opinion of wiſe 
and judicious, Men; the nature o- 3 
and the teſtimony of Scripture, And 
then (g.) See that your Reproofs be not 
too ſevere. I don't mean more ſevere than 
the Offender would chuſe, but more ſe- 
vere than the Nature and Circumſtan- 
ces of the Caſe require; or more ſevete 
than is. 2 for the Juſtification of 


your 
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your Fidelity, and the Reformation of 
the Sinner. 

Too great Severity towards tender Minds 
yh more Harm than Good, See Gal. 
vi. WER, Brethren, if a Man be overtak- 
© en; in a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, 
© reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit of Meek- 
« neſs, conſidering thyſelf, leſt thou alſo 
© be tempted (ad)“ (4.) Take Care 
leaſt through a Fear of offending your 
Brother, you do not offend Cod by a 
want of Faithfulneſs. © Prov. xxvii. 6. 
1 Faith ful are the Wounds of a Friend. 
'Tis the greateſt piece of Friendſhip you 
can do him, and if he is wiſe he will 
think it ſo, and more highly eſteem you 
for it. © P/al. cxli. 5. Let the Right 
* ous, ſmite me, it ſhall be a Kindneſs ;\—— 

3. Let your Reproof appear to flow 
from your Love to him, and be admi- 
niftred with the utmoſt Tenderneſs and. 
+ Wiſdom 


(2) Ov 585 ama, &c. You nat mt nh pre 
tion your Reprogfs to the Nature of the Offence, but 
to the Diſpeſtion of the Offender ; leaft while you mean 


to heal the Breach, you make the Rent ao; and in | 


redifying one Fault, occafion à greater. 
Chryſoſtom de Sacerdotio. I. 2 Þ- 350, 22S 


— . r 
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Wiſdom (e). (Laitly.) Leave not your 
offending Brother without proper Direc- 
tions for a better Conduct. 
. (e) There may be Woke fallen | — of reproving 
the worſt men in fo ſeft a manner, that if they are 
not reclaimed, they ſhall nct be irritated or made worſe 
ty it ; hich is but too often the Effet of an indi/- 
creet Reproof. By this 4 Minifler may ſave the Sin- 
ner i Soul; he is at leafs ſure to ſave his own, by 


having diſcharged his Duty towards his People, 


_Burnet's Paſtoral Care. p. 194+ 


nn dent gad, heiter. . 
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CHAP. IX. 


mern the Difficulties a Minifler 
muſt expect to meet with in the Ex- 
 ecution of his Office; and his pro- 
per Support and Encouragement un- 


der them. 
8 of theſe may ariſe, 


* (1.) From your own od Temper, 
which may render you indiſpoſed or unapt 
to ſome particular Parts of the mini- 
ſterial office But the moſt difficult 
Duties by becoming a Habit, become 
caſy. | 
(.) No ſmall difficulty may ariſe from 
the Reſolution and Labour requiſite to put 
ſome of the forementioned Rules into Ex- 
ecution - But this Difficulty will in like 
manner diminiſh as this Courſe becomes 
habitual. In all other Profeſſions, theſe 
© who follow them, labour in them all 
< the Year long; and are hard at their 
£ Bulineſs every Day of the Week: and 

| * ſhall 
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« ſhall ours only, that is the nobleſt of 
all others, make the labouring in our 
«Buſineſs an ObjeAion againſt any part 
« of our Duty? (f).' And in Propor- 
tion as our Heart is engaged in the Work, 
the Difficuky of it will grow leſs, and 
our Delight in it greater. 

(3.) Another Diſcouragement may a- 
riſe from the ſeeming ſingularity of this 
Character; and the general Neglect which 
Miniſters of all Denominations . diſcover 
.of the Duties belonging to the ſacred 
Function: what you do out of Con- 
ſcience they may impute to Affectation; 
which inſtead of procuring their Eſteem, 
may create their Envy —— But *tis 4 
ſmall Matter to be condemned in the Day 
that Man judgeth you . ſince you will be 
acquited another Day, when he that judę- 
eth you will be the Lord; which is the 
proper Import of that Paſſage, 1 Cor. iv. 
3, 4. Or Wot 

(4. ) From the little Succeſs you meet 
with, ' notwithſtanding all your moſt ear- 
neſt Endeavour to ith ds the n. 
O00 3 pol. * p. * 2 
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al-Intereſt;; and eternal. Happineſs of Man- 
kind But your future Acceptance and 
Rewürd will not be in Proportion to the 
Succeſs,” but the Sue of- your es 
deavours (g). 0 

(5. Your: own Wealcneſs and Iams 
ties both of Body and Mind, may thr̃oẽ - 
freſh Difcouragements in your way -ZBut 
theſe will be graciouſly allowed for; and 
God requires of none more than they | 
have received. If we have received but 
one Talent, he does not expect ſo much 
from us, as from thoſe on whom he has 
beſtowed te. 

(6.) The miniſterial Character itſelf may 
ſubject you to the Contempt of ſome pro- 
fane Men But. if you adorn it by 
the uſeful, . upright Converſation before 
deſcribed, *tis great odds but you ſe- 
cure their Eſteem and. Reſpect; if not, 
their continued Contempt is your real 


Honour. 
(7.) From the different Nempere Taſtes, " 


Diſpoſitions and Opinions of the People 

But how you are to behave with regard 

to- cheſs has been ſhewn before; and no 
1 ſmall 


— ———— . 


e) Vid. 1d. p. 212, 213. 
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c ſmall; Degree. of Tiudence is ragvited in | 
this Caſeſbſ pa todo tage art | 
An a Wondparvery View: of the Na | 
ture, Difficulty». and. Dignity of your | 
Office, may furniſh yo? with a proper 
| Motive and Direction to a right Beha- 
Vin. in at. (i). No valuable End can 
be purſued withaut iſome Obſtruction, 
nor obtained without ſonieDifficulty; Your 
Employment is truly honourable and im- 
portant; and your Encouragement; Ad- 
vantage and Aſſiſtance more than equal 
to thę Labour jt requires If you be 
found faithful you ſhall not fail- of a diſ- 
tinguiſhed Recompence, from the bountiful 
Hand of that Good Maſter in whoſe Ser- 
vies you are engaged. And a careful Obſer- 
ven Practice of choſe Rules of Paſtoral 
er 2 Con- 


3. 2 — 


(2) * F; regatemusg in 5 1 quanta. fr 
varietas Kean, ætatum, Conditionis, Ingeniorum i- 
wionun, Vibe, Inflitutionis, Conſurtudiniry quants oportet 
2. " proefditum prudenti4 Ecclefraſticen, cui ſit Yemgeran: | 
aa Oratio Eraſm. Eecle. p. 36. 

(i) As hum repentibus Curis erigat auimum tuum, 
ronfaderata Functionis Dignitas: ' a Prevaricatione d- 
Ferreret Delegantis Severitas;; Socordiam excludat ſuſ- 
eepti Muneris Difficultas : Tnduftriam ac Vi gilantiam 
exftimulet præmii Magnitudo, quod non ab Hominibus, 


A Des erit enpeclandum. Ad. p. 193 | 
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Conduct Ufbte laid down, will (by tie 
Bleſſing of Gag at once adorn your Cha- 
racter, increaſe our Honour z#exalt your 
preſent: Joy, and enhance your future 
rer 0. 5 


0 ) Ses Letition, quam PART Fare Nr Ne 
pudium credimus 4% in pectore · Fidelis Ecclefraflr, dum 
 repetat quit Animas ipfius Miniſteris, Dominus, Sara 


Tranidi fubtrattas fibi vindicarit'! Eraſi. Eccle. p. 14. 


DG 


Subjects in Divinity; Intended for the Uſe of 
Families. In 4 vols. the ſecond Edition. Price 
neatly bound 18 s. 

Il. Self Knowledge, a Treatiſe thewing. the 
NATuRE and BENRETIT of that ImpoR- 
TANT SCIENCE and the Way to attain it, 
intermixed with various Reflections and Obſer- 
vations on Humam Nature, The fifth Edition 
Octavo, Price bound 4. 5. 

III. The ſame Book in 12m. Price 25. 

IV. A Letter to a Friend upon his. Entrance 
on the Miniſterial Office, Price 6 d. 

V. An Eſſay on Elocution, or Pronunciation. 

Intended chiefly for the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who 
inſtruct others in the Art of Reading. And of 
thoſe who are often called to ſpeak in Publick. 
The Second Edition. Price 6d. 

VI. An Eſſay on the Power of Numbers, 
and the Principles of Harmony in Poetical 
Compoſitions. Price 13. 

VII. An Eſſay on the Power and Harmony of 
Profaic Numbers: Being a Sequel to one on the 
Power of Numbers and the Principles of Har- 
mony in Poetic Compoſitions. Price 1s. 

VIII. A plain and modeſt Plea for Chriſtianity; 
or a ſober and rational Appeal to Infidels: Occa- 
ſioned by a Peruſal of ſome of their late Produc- 
tions, particularly a Treatiſe intitled, Chriſtianity 
not founded on Argument, Price 15, 
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